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Burnell Breaker

WE'RE READY TO BEGIN ANOTHER
SEASON OF MEETS AND EVENTS!!!

We're just a couple weeks away from our
first event of this season, our Model Railroad
Retreat, Saturday, September 13 at St.
Paul's Lutheran Church, 8760 - 37" Avenue,
Kenosha. Mike Slater and David Mielke
have been working on making this event
better than last year's. Besides modeling
vendors, there will be clinics during the
Retreat and layouts to visit after the Retreat.
This event is free to NMRA members and
$5.00 for non-members. Check out the flyer
in this issue.

We have the schedule finalized for this
season and that is also included in this
issue. We will also have flyers at our meets,
hobby shops and other events that we are
attending.

Things are moving along with Trainfest.
NMRA is now running the show and it looks
to be another great show with the
celebration of the NMRA's 90" birthday.
Check out the article by the NMRA's Lucy
Dormont regarding this year's show. Tickets
will go on sale September 15. They are
looking for volunteers to help with various
jobs during the show. If you are interested,
email Jenny Hendricks at
trainfest@nmra.org.

We could use help at the NMRA booth
answering questions and signing up new
members. We are also looking for help with a
Welcome to Modeling Corner booth to help
new people interested in modeling to know
where to go locally and who to talk too!

We could use help with our donations that we
receive to sort, price and get ready to sell at
area shows. Presently, everything is at my
printing company in Caledonia. It could be
worked on during the weekday or weekends,
depending on who is available. This is a great
opportunity for the Division to make some
money and help families who are looking for a
place to donate a deceased loved one's model
trains.

| am also looking for help with working on Jim
McKeever's St. Paul Union Depot model
railroad. He was featured in the last Owl Car
with a fine article written by our editor, Cindy
Mielke. Jim suffered a stroke 7 years ago and is
looking for help to finish the railroad and get it
set up for operations. The railroad fills an area
40' x 60" in his basement and operations will be
centered around the traffic in, out and switching
at St. Paul Union Depot, circa 1961, when there
were still 7 railroads fielding passenger trains
daily through SPUD.
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Jim is just across the Racine/Kenosha
county line in Kenosha County. We
presently have a core group of 5-6 modelers
working when we can make it on a weekend
day.

We especially are in need of someone who
has knowledge of matrixes and their use in
JMRI to control the complex turnout
selection at Westminster Tower which was
just to the east of SPUD and is modeled on
Jim's railroad. If you are interested in
working on a nice model railroad, contact
me via email or phone.

On a sad note, long time WISE board
member, Trainfest volunteer, MWR
President and board member, and AP judge
Gary Children passed away August 30 at his
home. Gary was a great friend of the
Division and always there to help or give
advice. He will be greatly missed. Please
keep Gary's family in your thoughts and
prayers.

See you at the Model Railroad Retreat
September 13!!!

Burnell

Upcoming Division Events:

Board of Directors Meetings

September 10 7:00pm
Lionel Railroad Club and Zoom

Model Railroad Retreat

September 14  9:00am — 3:00pm
St. Pauls’ Lutheran Church, Kenosha

Monthly Meet

October 18 1:00pm
New Berlin Public Library

September 2025

If you have some cash just sitting around in
your piggy bank, waiting for the day when
you stumble across that engine or car
you’ve always wanted at an unbelievable
price, then | just found you the deal of the
century. A Mint-in-the-Box Lionel Standard
Gauge Set from 1934 with a 400E Engine
& State Passenger Cars just came up for
auction and it will cost you only a cool
$250,000 to add it to your collection.

Lionel Standard Gauge Set from 1934
with a 400E Engine & State Passenger Cars

If that doesn’t pique your interest, then how
about “The Brute Lionel #381e + 213 Lift
Bridge. This rare model train, valued at
around 1 million dollars is hand built and
never produced. Crack open that piggy
bank and it's yours for the taking.

“The Brute Lionel #381e + 213 Lift Bridge

Having a single model train sell at these
prices is nothing short of extraordinary, and
it really goes to show the incredible value
and quality that some of these trains can
bring to the table.
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Wisconsin Southeastern Division / Midwest Region
of the National Model Railroad Association

2025-2026 Schedule of Events

SATURDAY, September 13, 2025 - 9 AM to 3 PM

MODEL RAILROAD RETREAT - 5t. Paul’s Lutheran Church
NON-MEMBERS $5.00
B760 - 3Tth Avenue, Kenosha

SATURDAY, October 18, 2025 - 1 PM

MONTHLY MEET - New Berlin Public Library Community Room
FREE ADMISSION (Contests, Clinics, Bring & Brag, Layout Tour)
15105 Library Lane, New Berlin

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, November 1-2, 2025
TRAINFEST - Baird Center, Milwaukee
EXTRA FARE EVENT

SATURDAY, January 10, 2026 - 1 PM

TRAIN SCHOOL - New Berlin Public Library Community Room
FREE ADMISSION

Learn about this great hobby and all it offers from local modelers.
Stations will be set up to discover different aspects of the hobby.

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, February 21-22, 2026

MAD CITY TRAIN SHOW - Alliant Energy Center, Madison
EXTRA FARE EVENT

SATURDAY, March 21, 2026 - 1 PM

MONTHLY MEET - Schlesingerville to Slinger Historical Museum
FREE ADMISSION (Contests, Clinics, Bring & Brag, Layout Tour)
414 Kettle Moraine Drive S, Slinger

SATURDAY, April 18, 2026 - 1 PM
MONTHLY MEET and MEMBERSHIP MEETING -

New Berlin Public Library Community Room
FREE ADMISSION (Contests, Clinics, Bring & Brag, Layout Tour)

F’Eﬂ wisedivision.org
w==d trainfest.com

“uyr

BRING & BRAG about your recent acquisitions, layout progress or rail adventures at the Meets!
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All Aboard for Trainfest 2025:
The Ultimate Railroad Experience Returns Bigger Than Ever

The rails are humming with excitement as Trainfest 2025 prepares to roll into the station, promising an
absolutely spectacular weekend that will cement its reputation as North America's premier model
railroad and train enthusiast gathering. This year's event is shaping up to be the most ambitious yet,
with an incredible lineup of attractions that will leave visitors of all ages thoroughly captivated.

A Massive Scale Production

Prepare to be overwhelmed in the best possible way. Trainfest 2025 will feature over 250 vendor
booths sprawling across the venue, complemented by an impressive 500+ tables of model railroad
merchandise, collectibles, and rare finds. Major manufacturers from across the country will be
showcasing their latest products with

exclusive show specials and product announcements you won't find anywhere else. Whether you're
hunting for that elusive locomotive or browsing for inspiration for your next layout project, the sheer
variety will be staggering.

The heart of any great train show lies in its layouts, and Trainfest delivers with over 50 operating model
railroad displays spanning multiple scales and sizes. From intricate N-scale mountain scenes to
expansive HO landscapes that tell complete stories, these layouts represent countless hours of
passion and craftsmanship from dedicated modelers across the region.

World-Class Venue Experience

The newly renovated Baird Center provides the perfect backdrop for this massive celebration of
railroading. With over 1 million square feet under one roof, this first-class facility ensures comfortable
browsing no matter the weather. Trainfest utilizes the expansive Halls D & E, creating an unparalleled
170,000 square feet dedicated entirely to trains.

The venue improvements mean better experiences for everyone, with abundant parking options,
improved access to public transportation, enhanced hotel accessibility for overnight visitors, and an
expanded selection of restaurants and entertainment options. The Baird Center's modern amenities
ensure that your focus stays where it should be — on the incredible world of model railroading.
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Learn from the Masters

The educational opportunities at Trainfest 2025 are second to none. Dozens of major manufacturers
will be on-hand for meet-and-greet sessions and hands-on demonstrations, sharing professional
techniques and insider tips that can transform your modeling skills. Industry leaders including Walthers
and Woodland Scenics will be conducting live demonstrations, while the new Craftsman Courtyard will
showcase artisan-level work and traditional railroad crafts.

A special highlight this year is the Kato diorama build, featuring detailed insights from Leon, whose
expertise promises to deliver fascinating behind-the-scenes knowledge about creating realistic
miniature worlds. These demonstrations provide invaluable opportunities to learn directly from the
people who create the products that fuel our passion.

Interactive Adventures for Everyone

Trainfest isn't just about looking — it's about participating. This year features not one but two incredible
scavenger hunt experiences that will have participants exploring every corner of the venue while
learning fascinating railroad history.

The highlight adventure is the NMRA 90th Anniversary Scavenger Hunt, a special celebration marking
nine decades of the National Model Railroad Association. This unique experience uses authentic
railroad waybill-style cards that guide participants through 10 carefully planned stops throughout
Trainfest. At each location, hunters will discover captivating historical facts about the NMRA's rich
heritage while collecting exclusive 90th anniversary branded merchandise including commemorative
pins, rubber bracelets, and special stickers.

What makes this hunt truly special is the sequential clue system — each stop provides the clue to find
the next location, creating an engaging detective-style adventure that culminates at a festive final stop
featuring birthday cake for all participants. But the real excitement comes with the grand prize
drawings, where completed adult waybills earn two chances to win an incredible package featuring a
donated Broadway Limited locomotive, a "Certified Train Nerd" wall

sign from TikTok Train Nerds, and a $200 gift voucher from a popular model railroad shop. Children
aren't forgotten either, with their own spectacular grand prize package potentially including Lionel train
sets, large Brio packages, and other premium locomotive merchandise. The separate kids scavenger
hunt ensures age-appropriate fun while still providing the thrill of discovery and the chance for amazing
prizes.

These treasure hunts transform passive observation into active exploration, creating lasting memories
while educating participants about the organizations and history that make our hobby so special.

For the youngest train enthusiasts, the free Thomas the Tank Engine ride-on train experience will
create magical memories and spark lifelong passions for railroading. Combined with the specially
designed children's activities and prize opportunities, it's these thoughtful touches that make Trainfest a
true family destination where every generation can find their own railroad adventure.
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Meet Your Heroes

The Manufacturers Meet & Greet sessions provide invaluable face-to-face time with the people behind
your favorite railroad products. This direct access to industry professionals offers opportunities to ask
questions, share feedback, and gain insights into upcoming product releases.

Adding a unigue entertainment dimension, the Impractical Jokers presentation promises plenty of
laughs, with potential meet-and-greet opportunities with the show's staff on Sunday, bringing
unexpected fun to the traditional train show format.

Preserving Railroad Heritage

Historical societies and railroad museums will be well-represented, ensuring that the rich heritage of
real railroading receives proper recognition alongside the model railroad hobby. These exhibits provide
crucial context and education about the prototype railroads that inspire our miniature recreations.

The Media Contest encourages creative expression within the railroad community, celebrating the
photographers, videographers, and writers who document and share the passion that drives this
incredible hobby.

Mark Your Calendar and Save!

Trainfest 2025 runs Saturday, November 1 (9:00 AM - 5:00 PM) and Sunday, November 2 (9:00 AM -
4:00 PM)at the Baird Center in Milwaukee. Smart shoppers can save money and time by purchasing

advance tickets online starting September 15th. A 2-day pass costs just $20 online ($25 at the door),

while single-day Saturday passes are $18.95 online ($20 at the door) and Sunday passes are $13.95
online ($15 at the door). Children under 11 attend free with adult purchase, making this an affordable
family adventure.

For more information and to purchase tickets when they become available,
contact trainfest@nmra.org or visit the official Trainfest website.

Trainfest has built its reputation on delivering an unparalleled experience that celebrates every aspect
of railroad enthusiasm. The 2025 edition promises to uphold that tradition while pushing boundaries
with new attractions and expanded offerings. From serious collectors to curious families, from
seasoned modelers to newcomers just discovering the hobby, Trainfest 2025 will offer something
special for everyone.

All aboard for what promises to be the most exciting railroad
event of the year!

NATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION., INC.

P.0. Box 1328 - Soddy Daisy, TN 37384-1328 - (423) 892-2846
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Division Video Library

A reminder for everyone that the Division’s
Video Library is available for members to
checkout DVDs.

As | stated after the Division went inactive, |
cannot do both jobs of being the Interim
Superintendent and Video Librarian, bringing
and managing the Video Library at our meets.
If you would like to checkout any DVDs, look at
our catalog on wisedivision.org and contact me
with the number and title of the one(s) you
would like to view. | will bring them to our next
meet or you can pick them up at my business.
The DVDs are currently stored in my
company’s warehouse in Caledonia.

If you are interested in taking over the Video
Library, contact me. It's an easy job, where you
need to bring the Video Library to our meets
and manage the checking out and receiving of
them from the members.

Burnell Breaker
brbreaker78 @gmail.com
wisenmra@gmail.com
262-939-9193

Membership Directory

We have not updated our Membership Directory
in over a decade. The information in this
directory is vital to the ongoing revitalization of
the Division.

As your new Layout Tour Chair, updating this
document is my priority. With the information
contained within its pages, we will be able to
foster camaraderie and the sharing of ideas and
expertise that is a key to a thriving organization
and something that is greatly needed in the
Division.

My plan is to send out a form by email, in the
new year, asking for your contact information
and details about your layout and other model
and protype interests. Please consider
responding to my request. The Division is
moving in a new direction, and this directory will
be an essential part of this revival.

David Mielke
Layout Tour Chair
mielkemanor@att.net

A Note from the Editor:

information.

cindy.m.mielke@agmail.com.

Your Editor
Cindy Mielke

Another year in the WISE Division has begun and that means another year of the Owl Car
publication. This newsletter has been created to provide the membership with Division
happenings and news, but it can be so much more than just that.

If there is something within the realm of railroading that would be of interest, whether it be
historical sites or layout hacks, please let me know and I'll do the research. The Owl Car is
published for the membership so it should reflect the membership’s interests and quest for

Remember that the deadline for the October issue is the 20th of September. So, keep this
deadline in mind and send your ideas, articles and photos to the Owl Car to



mailto:cindy.m.mielke@gmail.com
mailto:superintendent@trainfest.com
mailto:mielkemanor@att.net

Page 8

September 2025

AP Achievement Program

Dave Poquette

To most NMRA members, the NMRA
Achievement Program (AP) is a way to
achieve the Master Model Railroader (MMR)
status. You must earn 7 certificates in 4
different categories (model railroad
equipment, settings, engineering and
operation, service to the hobby). Each
category is broken down into subcategories
as follows:

e Model railroad equipment
o Motive Power
o Cars
e Settings
o Structures
o Scenery
o Prototype Models
e Engineering and Operation
o Civil Engineer
o Electrical Engineer
o Chief Dispatcher
e Service to the Hobby
o Association Official
o Association Volunteer
o Author

Obtaining the MMR status can be a daunting
task. It takes commitment and many hours to
achieve. The process is well worth the effort.
| am currently going through the process and
have spent countless hours achieving 5 AP
certificates and 3 merit awards towards a 6th
certificate, structures. | feel that going
through this process has made me a better
modeler in many ways. | only wish | could
have saved that switch tower that | made
from cardboard or even the Revell models
that | built when | was knee-high to a
grasshopper so that | can compare it to the
models that I'm building now.

You can find more information about the
Achievement Program at http://nmra.org
and click on the Education tab. If you have
further questions, feel free to contact me.
My contact information is listed in the
Division Leadership section of this
newsletter.

If you don’t feel like this is “your cup of
tea”, then at least consider earning a
Golden Spike Award. Unlike the AP, you
don’t need to have your models judged
nor do you have to earn 7 certificates. You
just need to have built a layout that meets
certain requirements:

e Display 6 pieces of rolling stock. These
can be scratch built, craftsman kit, super
detailed commercial kits.

¢ Construct a minimum of 8 square feet of
model railroad or module(s) including
scenery in any scale.

e Construct 5 structures. These can be
scratch built, craftsman kit, or super-
detailed commercial kits. If a module has
less than five structures, additional
structures separate from the scene may
be presented.

e Three types of tracks are required
(turnout, crossing, cross-over, etc.). All
tracks must be properly ballasted and
installed on proper roadbed. Commercial
track can be used.

e The track must be wired so that 2 trains
can be operated simultaneously.

¢ One additional electrical feature must be
used. This can be powered turnouts,
turnout indicators, lighted building,
signaling, etc.

Most of you may already qualify for a Golden
Spike Award. If you think you do qualify for a
Golden Spike, fill out the attached form and
contact me. | will come to your layout to see
if you qualify. Please message me at
dpoquette@wi.rr.com
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- ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM
a::; GOLDEN SPIKE AWARD
APPLICATION FORM
FEBRUARY 2019

FLEASE COMPLETE THIS APFLICATION FOREM AND SEND TO YOUR DIVIEION OF REGION AF MANAGER

Member Name: NMRAE: Expiration:
Address: City:
State/Province: Country: Zip/Post Code:
Drate Submitted: Region: Drivision:

«  The Golden Spike Avward (GEA) will be awarded 1o any MMBEA member who completes the Qualificatvons Checklist,
obiains the necessary signatures [Division AP Manager or some local NMBA member approved by the Division AP
Manager), and if the applicant does not already hold MMR stafus,

The GEA will be adminisgered by the Division and Region AP Managers.

AP reguirements and definitvons apply for scratch building and super-detailing.

The Davision AP Manager will submit the signed form to the Region AP Manager who will ssue the Golden Spike
Award certificate.

#  The Region AP Manager will then forward the completed form to the Mational AP Manager so that an announcermeit
can be made in the NMBEA Magazine.

GOLDEN SPIKE AWARD QUALIFICATIONS CHECKLIST:

1. Rolling Stock ( Motive Power & Cars):
[ Display six units of relling stock either scratchbuilt, crafisman kits or superdetailed commercial kits.

2. Model Railroad Setting (Stroctures & Scenery

H Construct & minimum of eight square feet of model railroad or module(s) including scenery in any scale.
Construct five structures either scratchbuilt. craftsman kits or superdetailed commercial kits. 1fa
module has less than five structures, additional structures separate from the scene may be presented.

J. Engineering (Civil & Electrical)
Three types of track are required (e.g. turnout, crossing, crossover, etc.). All must be properly
ballasted and installed on proper roadbed. Commercial track may be used.
[] All installed track must be property wired so that two trains can be operated simultaneously
{e.g. double track main, single track main with sidings. and block or command or other form of control).
[] Provide any onc additional clectrical feature such as power operated turmouts, signaling, tumout
indication, lighted buildings, etc.

Witmess: Mame: MNMBEA #:

Region AF Manager: Region:
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Modeling & Prototype Railroad Contests

Rules for WISE Division’s
Popular Vote Contest
Effective December, 2015

Awards:
1* Place: 1% Place award certificate, and two {2) gift certificates (NMRA MEMBERS). One gift
certificate (NON-NMRA MEMBERS).
2™ Place: 2™ Place Award certificate.
Best of Show: Plague (Wisconsin Outline}, and two (2) gift certificates. (NMRA MEMBERS). One
gift certificate (NON-NMRA MEMBERS).
Youth Award:
1* Place: 1* Place Award certificate and two (2) gift certificates. {NMRA MEMBERS). One gift
certificate (NON-NMRA MEMBERS).
2" Place: 2™ Place Award certificate.
ries:
Motive Power — Steam Motive Power — Diesel
Traction / Electric Passenger Equipment
Freight Equipment MNon-Revenue Equipment
Structures (on and off-line) General (includes dioramas and trains)
Photos — Model Photos — Prototype
Train Related Crafts Youth — 8-17 years
Rules:

1) The contest is open to all persons attending the meet.

2) The el MUST be the f n listed on the in . Photos entered MUST
be taken by the person in card.

3) Models can be of prototype or free-lanced railroads.

4) Models can be of any scale or gauge.

5} Models can be kit-built, kit-bashed, or scratch-built.

6) Persons entering must apply entry to a category. However, the Contest Director will determine
the category in which the model will be entered.

7) Only two entries per person per category are permitted.

8) If only one person has entered a model, slide, or photo in a category, a “No Contest” will be
declared.

9} If any entry has previously won a first place award in its category, it may not be re-entered in
that category. However, if a structure, loco, or car has won an award in its category, it may be
re-entered as a diorama entry (General Category).

10} All categories listed above will be grouped together when under the Youth category. Entrants
must be 8-17 years of age and must have done 50% or more of the work on the madel.

11) Matted photos cannot be larger than 11 by 14 inches.

Voting:

All voting will be by ballot. One ballot per person, by those persons attending the meet. Ballots
are to be tabulated by the Contest Director and committee. The Superintendent, or their
representative, will not vote by ballot, but will cast a tie-breaking vote in any category where
the popular vote is tied.
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What to Do About Those Trains

First, establish who has ownership of the
trains. Is it you, an estate, others in the
family. Is the disposition of the trains
detailed in a will, etc.?

Then, there are these options to concern:

e Keep them, repair them, join a local
club or the NMRA and have some
fun!

e Display them on a shelf, in a cabinet,
or on a fireplace mantle.

e Pass on ownership to other family
members, like children or
grandchildren

If you want to sell them:

e You can sell them on eBay. This is
probably the method that will result in the
best return, but it is very time consuming.
You will want to research similar sold
prices on eBay.

e You can sell them on Facebook
Marketplace although it is probably less
effective than eBay.

e You can list them on Craiglist. You will
probably get less for the trains here and
you must deal face-to-face encounters
with those who respond to your listing.

e You can consign the trains to be sold on
eBay by Southside Trains at 3979 South
Howell Avenue, Milwaukee, W1, 414-482-
1566. They will list the trains on eBay
and handle all aspects of the sale and
shipping. They do take a commission on
the sale of the items. Contact Tom
Palmer at Southside Trains.

e You can sell them to Somerfeld’s
Trains at 12620 West Hampton Avenue,
Butler, WI, 262-783-7797.

They buy to resell so they can’t pay
top price for the trains. Contact Jack
Sommerfeld or Matt Troester.

* There are 3 local private individuals who
buy collections for resale. Mike Carlson,
262-370 9321, Chad Clark, 414-313-1366
and Derrick Schulz, 414-210-9402. They
buy them to resell so they can't pay top
price for them.

* You can rent a table ($18.00 each) at the
Milwaukee Lionel Railroad Club swap
meets and sell the items yourself. The
meets are held on the third Sunday of
each month, October through March
except February which is on the fourth
Sunday. Information is available on the
MLRRC website https://www.milwlrrc.org/.

e You can rent a table ($48.00 each at the
DuPage County Train Show in Wheaton,
IL. It’s held the first Sunday monthly,
except November which is held on the
second Sunday. You must provide a
credit card for collection of Illinois sales
tax.

Lastly, you can donate the trains to the
Wisconsin Southeastern Division of the
National Model Railroad Association. We do
not buy collections, but depending on the
items in the donation, it may be used directly
by the members or sold and the proceeds
used by the WISE Division to promote the
hobby of model railroading. The WISE
Division is a federally registered 501 (c) (3)
non-profit. Your donation may allow you to
take a tax donation. Please consult with your
tax advisor on this matter and contact WISE
Superintendent Burnell Breaker at
wisenmra@gmail.com for more information
on donations.



https://www.milw-lrrc.org/
https://www.milw-lrrc.org/
mailto:wisenmra@gmail.com
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NMRA Membership Benefits

Gary Hendrickson

While the Division offers its members clinics, presentations, layout tours and events, there is so much
more for the model railroad enthusiasts and that more comes with NMRA membership. NMRA
membership offers so many benefits and perks that you may never have imagined.

Now, what exactly are those NMRA membership benefits? Well, there are actually quite a few. So,
here’s a list the more prominent ones...

Beginner's Guide
Learn the basics of trackwork, wiring, scenery, and more in this online guide.

Fellowship with other model railroaders through virtual and face-to-face connections
Participate in regularly scheduled in-person division, national, and virtual events.

Online Video Library
Dozens of professionally produced “how-to” videos as well as more than 150 National
Convention clinic videos.

NMRA Member's Aid Program
Ask a guestion, any question, about the NMRA or about model railroading — and get an answer!

Modeling With the Masters® (MWTM)
Get coaching in hands-on learning experiences led by Master Model Railroaders® in MWTM.

National Conventions

Held in a different location in the US every year, the National Convention is a week-long event
featuring multiple model railroad layout tours, operating sessions, prototype tours, hands-on clinics,
and presentations.

Model and Photography Contest Participation
Participate in the celebration of models, photos, and crafts at Divisional Meets, as well as Regional
and National Conventions.

Partnership Program
Receive discounts on model railroad products and services from free shipping to 40% off all
purchases.

Grouper
US-based members, over the age of 65 with a Medicare Advantage, may be eligible for
reimbursement of their annual NMRA dues.

Annual NMRA Calendar
Features twelve of the best of the best model railroad photographs annually in a fund-raiser to
members in the USA.



https://www.nmra.org/beginners-guide
https://www.nmra.org/members/videos
https://www.nmra.org/member-aid
https://www.nmra.org/education
https://www.nmra.org/conventions
https://www.nmra.org/contests
https://app.hellogrouper.com/p/nmra
https://app.hellogrouper.com/p/nmra
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NMRA Membership Benefits
(continued)

e NMRA eBulletin
A monthly email newsletter with the latest updates and news direct from the NMRA

e Model Railroad Directory
Contact NMRA members in the Model Railroad Directory for a layout tour, to talk trains, or to
participate in an operating session

e NMRA Turntable
A monthly curated email newsletter with some of the most interesting model railroad websites, videos,
blogs, and articles on the web.

e NMRA Magazine - monthly print and online/digital
Print and online/digital monthly publication featuring news about the organization and its Regions and
Divisions, along with modeling articles, product conformance reviews, and other information. Each
member automatically gets access to the digital version of the NMRA Magazine with your
membership. Print versions require a subscription.

e NMRA Interchange
Connect electronically with NMRA members around the world to ask questions, provide answers, post
events, share ideas, and make friends in the NMRA Interchange.

e NMRAX — The NMRA's Monthly Virtual Meetup
The NMRA's Monthly Virtual Meetup of model railroad presentations broadcast over YouTube
Live. NMRAX provides an opportunity for attendees to directly interact with the presenters.

e NMRA Online Archives
Scans of more than 10,000 photographs, slides, plans, drawings, paint schemes, and more available
for download at a discount to members in the online archives.

e Achievement Program (AP)
Push your skills to new levels while earning recognition for your efforts in the Achievement Program.

e Train School
The January WISE Division meet is a live train school, mentored by our seasoned experts, covering a
multitude of railroad modeling topics at learning stations all around the room.

e Standards and Conformance
Be a part of the organization that sets the standards for and verifies the conformance of model
railroad products and technologies. Purchase Standards Gauges at significant price reductions over
retail prices. Track templates and decals also available in the Company Store.

For more benefits and information on how to become a member, visit the NMRA website at
National Model Railroad Association or follow the NMRA on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/NMRA.org



https://www.nmra.org/members/bulletins
https://www.nmra.org/members/layout-directory
https://www.nmra.org/members/turntable
https://www.nmra.org/nmra-digital-magazine
https://www.nmra.org/nmra-interchange
https://www.nmra.org/tags/nmrax
http://archive.nmra.org/
https://www.nmra.org/standards
https://www.nmra.org/standards
https://www.nmra.org/store
https://www.nmra.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NMRA.org
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Clinics

I'm looking for Clinics for our
2025-2026 Season

by David Nelson

Thank you to all who presented clinics to the
WISE Division this last year; it is greatly
appreciated by me and by all our

members. | was especially pleased that we
were able to show three full-length clinics at
our February meeting -- seemed like the
good old days of the WISE Division! | hope
we can continue this trend next season. |
can be reached at engine1385@aol.com if
you have a clinic idea for us.

As always, special thanks to David Rohr, our
Chief Clerk, for his great work at being our
"AIV Guy".

At that February meeting | mentioned
something that I'd like to repeat here. As
spring and summer approach, we are
entering the prime "railroad
convention/model train convention”

season. If you belong to a railroad historical
society and go to their annual meets or go to
NMRA or toy train collector or gauge-specific
regional or national conventions (such as
2025's N Scale Enthusiasts convention in
Kansas City, or the TCA convention in
Jacksonville FL) please consider giving us a
15-minute (or so) report, hopefully complete
with photos of both prototype trains and
models on display or layouts on tour.

I'd like to put them all together into one
Saturday meet devoted to these
conventions. I'd particularly like to see
coverage of the NMRA National in Novi (near
Detroit) Michigan. | know | will be at the
C&NW Historical Society convention in Des
Moines/Boone this May, but I'd also like to
see coverage of the Soo Line Historical
group's meeting at the Wisconsin Dells,
Milwaukee Road, Great Northern in the Twin
Cities, Burlington Route in Marion IL (a joint
meet with the MoPac and C&EI groups), or
other railroad historical society meet, or
perhaps the National Railway Historical
Society's national meet in Lansing

Michigan.

I'd also include visits to any of the many
towns and cities that have "railroad days"
type civic events. It would be great if we had
SO many presentations that they have to split
into two different monthly meets but for now
I'll be happy if we can really fill one month's
meeting with those presentations.

What two cities did the first Wisconsin
railroad connect in 18497

A. Green Bay to Milwaukee

B. Madison to Beloit

C. Milwaukee to Madison



mailto:engine1385@aol.com
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Pics from the Rails

| asked in the August issue for you to journey Tower, MN

back to your school days and the dreaded In July, Mary my wife and | took a road trip to
question that every teacher asked, "what did Ashland, W1, the Apostle Islands and the

you do this summer?’ While most of us may Minnesota ore country. In Tower, MN we
stumble and stall to answer this inquiry, Robert found the depot and nearby the Sudan Mine
Niedermann answered, opening up his which was the deepest ore shaft mine going
scrapbook of his summer railroad excursions. 2500 feet underground. In Tower, we found a

commuter car which carried 46 miners to and

Ashland from the Tower mine each day.

Ashland has the former Soo Line Depot (now
general offices,) non-RR and many building
murals. Below is a photo of the Depot and a
mural honoring former employees of the
railroad. Ashland is a nice place to stay and
look around. It has a wonderful view of Lake
Superior.

This is the Sudan Mine that the commuter car serviced.
The commuter service closed in 1974

Duluth

This location is operated by the Minnesota
Transportation Museum. The museum is
worthwhile to visit and the train ride is nice.
Pictured is the engine we rode behind and an
Duluth & Northern Minnesota No. 14 in the Thanks, Robert for sharing your rail
museum. adventures. If you have any of your
own, please send the information and
photos to me at
cindy.m.mielke@gmail.com.

No need to worry about the writing
Just give me the information and |
can take what you give me and
transform it into an article for the next
issue of Owl Car.



mailto:cindy.m.mielke@gmail.com
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Fox River Expansion Open House

UE Fox River Expansion
~ GRAND OPENING

Celebrate the grand opening of our Fox River Expansion! Admission
will be $9.20 and we will be offering FREE train rides with admission!
You can also enjoy tours, live entertainment, lectures, and more!

Train Rides: 10:00 a.m,, 1:.00 a.m,, 12:00 p.m., 2200 p.m,, 3:00 p.m., and 4:00 p.m

ectures: 9:15 a.m. (Railroading), 1:30 a.m. (Ha
Post Office & resto

ack laying demonstrations: 9

Handcar Demonstrations: 10:30 a.m,, 12:30

2285 S. BROADWAY
GREEN BAY, WI 54304

The National Railroad Museum is proud to
announce the grand opening of its highly
anticipated Fox River Expansion on Saturday,
September 20, 2025. This milestone marks the
latest chapter in the Museum’s nearly 70-year
history of preserving America’s railroad heritage
and serving as a dynamic educational resource.

To celebrate, admission will be reduced to $9.20
for all visitors (ages 2+), and train rides will be
offered free of charge throughout the day.

The public is invited to enjoy a full day of special
programming, including guided tours, live
demonstrations, lectures, music, and family-
friendly activities.

d 1:00 p.m. (Railway

Highlights include:

e Tours of the Lenfestey Addition —
10:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m.,
2:00 p.m., 3:00 p.m.

e Handcar & Track Laying Demonstrations —
9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m.

e Brian’s Handcar Demonstrations -
10:30 a.m., 12:30a.m., 2:30 p.m.

e Educational Lectures — 9:15 a.m. (Railroad
Talk), 11:30 a.m. (Harvey Girls), 1:00 p.m.
(Railway Post Office)

e Train Rides — 10:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,
12:00 p.m., 2:00 p.m., 3:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m.

e Information Booths — Operation Lifesaver
with Lt. Gene Meyer, CN Police;
Membership & Volunteer opportunities,
Events & Education Programming

e Live Music — “Hibernian” performing in the
Lenfesrey Addition

Founded in 1956 by Green Bay community
leaders with a single locomotive in a city
park, the National Railroad Museum has
grown into a 78,000-square-foot,
Congressionally-designated institution that
welcomes more than 100,000 visitors
annually. The Museum is home to over 70
pieces of rolling stock and more than
150,000 artifacts, serving as a trusted
steward of two centuries of railroad history.
The Fox River Expansion was made possible
through the Museums’ Full Steam Ahead!
Capital campaign and addresses key needs
for growth including ADA-accessible outdoor
spaces, increased climate-controlled exhibit
space, additional room for immersive,
technology-rich educational experiences, and
greater capacity to host community events,
school programs and traveling exhibits.

Learn more about the Fox River Expansion
at https://nationalrrmuseum.org/
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Division Leadership

Board of Directors

Burnell Breaker --- Superintendent
brbreaker78 @gmail.com
wisenmra@gmail.com
262-939-9193

Robert Niedermann --- Assistant Superintendent
roncpa@outlook.com
414-587-4778

David Rohr --- Chief Clerk (Secretary)
ChiefClerkWiseDiv@gmail.com
262-783-7230

Tim Koch --- Director at Large
timkoch@charter.net

David Mielke --- Director at Large
mielkemanor@att.net

Dennis Janssen --- Assistant Paymaster
Dennisjans51@gmail.com

Committee Chairs

Gary Hendrickson --- Membership
nkpgary@gmail.com
847-800-1380

Dave Nelson --- Clinics
enginel385@aol.com

Dave Poquette --- Achievement Program
dpoquette@wi.rr.com

Dave Mielke --- Train School/ Layout Tours
mielkemanor@att.net

Cindy Mielke --- Owl Car Editor
cindy.m.mielke@gmail.com

Mike Slater --- Social Media Manager
mslater@wi.rr.com
262-515-3623

Jim Hebner --- Webmaster
hebneri@gmail.com

Open ---
Picnic/Bus Trips ---
Contest ---

1
FROM the NMRA "
Please Keep in Touch :
Please make sure the NMRA has your current contact

information. You will not be able to access the full range of
NMRA benefits unless we can reach you.

¢ Please visit nmra.org/members

¢ Use your email address and password to log in.

* [f yvou have not yet registered, or forgot your password,
there are buttons for that. Take a moment to easily
correct any problems.

¢  Once logged in, click on Member Info (top right corner).

¢ Make sure your information is correct.

¢ [f not, please go to:

nmra.org/request-membership-info-chanses

to submit a request for changes to be made.

Thank you!

The WISE Owl Car is published by the
Wisconsin Southeastern (WISE) Division
of the National Model Railroad Association
(NMRA).

Subscription is free in an electronic format
to all NMRA members residing within the
boundaries of the WISE Division.

The Wisconsin Southeastern Division, Inc
does not offer any warranties or
guarantees, nor assumes any liability from
the information contained in this
publication.

Permission is granted to the use of news
items in other publications provided credit
is given to the Owl Car and author.

Trainfest and the Trainfest logo are
registered trademarks of the WISE
Division, NMRA, Inc.

Please send any comments, information,
or editorials to Editor Cindy Mielke via
email: cindy.m.mielke@gmail.com



mailto:superintendent@trainfest.com
mailto:Asst.super@trainfest.com
mailto:ChiefClerkWiseDiv@gmail.com
mailto:timkoch@charter.net
mailto:mielkemanor@att.net
mailto:Dennisjans51@gmail.com
mailto:nkpgary@gmail.com
mailto:engine1385@aol.com
mailto:ap@trainfest.com
mailto:mielkemanor@att.net
mailto:owlcar@trainfest.com
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Page 18 September 2025

April Board of Directors Minutes

Wisconsin Southeastern (WISE) Division of the NMRA
Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, April 9, 2025
Via Zoom

Meeting called to order by Burnell Breaker at 7:04 pm

Officers Present - Burnell Breaker (Superintendent)*
Robert Niedermann (Asst-Superintendent)*
David Rohr (Secretary, Chief Clerk)*
Dennis Janssen (Asst Paymaster) * left 7:27 pm;
Cindy M & David Mielke (Director At Large) (Train School) Joined @ 7:30 pm *;
Tim Koch (Director At Large) *, joined @ 8:04 pm (Just after the meeting ended)

Chairs Present - Gary Hendrickson (Membership) * left 7:43 pm *,

Guests — None * attended by Zoom

Officers Not Present — Paymaster — open position

Minutes: No changes noted from the March meeting minutes, approved.
Paymaster Report: No changes noted from the March report, approved.

Membership: Gary Hendrickson — Submitted April 2025 Membership Committee report
“Our March 2025 Division roster shows 121 current Division members. This was the same as last
month.
ANNUAL MARCH MEMBERSHIP STATUS: March 2025 - 121/ March 2024 — 136/ March 2023 - 139

MONTHLY DIVISION MEMBERSHIP

March 2024 = 136 October 2024 = 132
May 2024 = 133 November 2024 = 130
June 2024 = 132 December 2024 = 125
July 2024 = 136 January 2025 = 125
August 2024 = 132 February 2025 = 121
September 2024 = 134 March 2025 = 121

We’re in trouble here. We are losing ground surprisingly rapidly since last November.

| have not heard from NMRA Engagement Director Lucy Dormont about the status of our
membership video project since approx. last October. | understand that she has been ill and in the
hospital in the recent past.

Clinics: Meet’s clinics will resume in fall.
AP Program: No report submitted— Dave P. was not present

Layout Tours: Meet’s Layouts will likely be before each month’s clinics.
No report — Dave M not present until after this was discussed.

Owl Car:
April issue was sent, another good issue.
Do we do a May issue with the March BOD & Annual meeting minutes and then again in August.
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Website: No report submitted - Jim Hebner was not present

Train School: We need to reserve the dates for 2026 in October, Robert N to handle.
Model RR Retreat: A flyer in addition to “Save the Date” is needed.
Facebook: No report submitted - Mike Slater was not present

Show Schedule —

April 13 — Metro Club Swap — Cedarburg - Burnell can’t attend, and Tim is busy.
Next event will be October 12 swap at Washington County Fair Park

March 22 Meet:
Recap: Everything went well.

Old Business:

e Zieger Estate - Nothing new to report.

e Trainfest 2025 — November 1 & 2, downtown Baird Center. Press release and website.

e $200 matching funds program. Will have to think what we can use it for in 2025/2026.

Possibly use the fund for pizza after Train school or a donation to the New Berlin Library or Modelers
Retreat donation to Kenosha church.
e 2025-2026 schedule — (in another format)
o September 13 Modelers Retreat — Kenosha
October 18 — NB Library
November 1 & 2 — Trainfest — Baird Center
January 10, 2026 — NB Library — Train School
February 21 & 22 — Mad City Train Show
March 21 — Slinger Depot, and his church in Hartford.
Church would like a $70 donation for the room and $20 / 25 for the sound system.
Need to confirm the Depot.
o April 18 — NB Library - Annual Meeting & election results
o Need to investigate a CNW convention joint meet in 2026/2027
e .John Hagen donation — Nothing new to report.
e Boy Scouts Merit Badge — We never officially approved this donation - $250 to support the PAC
(Potawatomi Area Council — Waukesha office) summer camp Long Lake.
Robert N motioned, 2nd by Dave M, approved. We used part of the “scholarship fund” to fund this.

O O O O O

New Business:
e Bob Sherman has old financial reports & 990’s. What do we want to save?

All pertinent 990’s are available online via IRS or Guide Star. No need to save any old paperwork.
Keep up to 7 years.

e The New Berlin Library schedule for 2026 needs to be reserved in October. Robert N will handle.
e Dave M asked about a Picnic — possibly at IRM or Marshall, or ??
e Donation form letter was created. Working on getting this finalized.

Next Meeting:

Next BOD meeting is Wednesday, May 14. This is the day before Burnell heads to Door County.

Do we even need a meeting in May? It was agreed to not meet in May. Instead meet in late July or August,
we can meet on Zoom.

Unless more news is learned about help for Trainfest, then we could meet earlier.

After that, will be Wednesday, September 10. Meeting adjourned at 8:03 pm.
Then Tim joined, a quick debrief. Finished at 8:12 pm.

Respectfully submitted by David A. Rohr, Chief Clerk.
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National Model Railroad Association, Inc.

Member Code of Conduct
Introduction

This Code of Conduct (“Code”) has been developed to set expectations for the behaviors,
conduct, communication, and interactions between you and other members, officers and directors
of the National Model Railroad Association, Inc. (“NMRA”). This Code applies to all such persons
when engaging with other NMRA members, participating in any event, social media platform or
other sponsored extension of the NMRA (for example, the NMRA Interchange or an NMRA-
sponsored online meeting) and attending NMRA meetings, events, or activities (whether National,
Regional, Division or other subset). This Code also includes general guidelines on the appropriate
use of social media for NMRA matters at any level.

Why do we need a code of conduct?

We join the NMRA and participate in its activities for one common reason — we enjoy the model
railroading hobby and the fun, challenges, personal growth and camaraderie that it provides. It is
imperative that we keep our common bond of model railroading “front and center” and rise above
the inevitable differences that exist among us in personalities, opinions, experience, gender, age,
race, nationality, or any of the other factors that make each of us unique individuals. Our
collective goal is to enjoy and promote the hobby of model railroading, so we must strive to avoid
“distractions” that interfere with or obstruct our common purpose. Collaboration and co-operation
are vital for the success of our hobby and our enjoyment of model railroading and everything it
has to offer.

What does the NMRA expect of members?

The NMRA expects all members to conduct themselves in a respectful, responsible, and mature
manner, and demonstrate courtesy and kindness toward other individuals. Constructive and
healthy discussions and interactions are encouraged and in fact are vital to the success of our
hobby. However, certain other verbal and nonverbal behaviors and actions are not consistent with
the NMRA’s values and hurt our hobby and relationships, such as the use of disparaging
language, shouting, profanity, confrontational, intimidating, or threatening behavior or language,
and immature and disrespectful behavior or language. It is imperative that we interact in a polite
and professional manner.

The NMRA does not condone abusive, threatening, or aggressive behavior toward anyone at an
NMRA event or in an NMRA forum (such as social media and other forms of electronic and digital
interaction). This includes other participants, event organizers or sponsors, judges, or other
officials.

You should be welcoming to newcomers and remember they may not have the benefit of
experience and information that you have enjoyed. Be constructive in helping to make their entry
into the hobby an enjoyable one.
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Harassment

NMRA events and functions are meant to be fun, educational, and inclusive. No one should be
subject to intimidation, made to feel unwelcome, or put in fear of reprisal. Harassment may
include behavior or language that causes alarm, distress, anxiety, fear of physical violence,
offensive statements, verbal abuse, and threats. Members should be sensitive to others.

Non-Retaliation

The NMRA relies on you to identify potential issues and raise concerns that the NMRA may need
to address. The NMRA prohibits acts of retaliation against any person who reports an issue
honestly and in good faith, and retaliation can constitute misconduct that could subject a member
to discipline. This commitment to non-retaliation assures you that raising concerns, reporting
misconduct, or cooperating in any investigation will not result in adverse consequences. The
NMRA prohibits retaliation in any form, at any level of the organization, recognizing that
retaliatory behavior contributes to an environment of mistrust and diminishes the willingness of
individuals to be collaborative and transparent. During the investigation of any matter, the NMRA
makes every reasonable effort to maintain the confidentiality of those involved.

Use of social media

The rapid growth of social media combined with ease of use and pervasiveness make it an
attractive channel for communication. Use of social media for communication also creates the
possibility of a host of unintended consequences. To help you identify and avoid potential issues,
we are providing some examples of best practices that are meant to help you understand, from a
wide range of perspectives, the implications of participation in social media. Any postings that
you make as a representative of or participant in NMRA sanctioned activities will reflect on you
and the NMRA.

Understand Your Personal Responsibility: You are personally responsible for the content
you publish on user-generated content forums, such as blogs or social media sites. Remember
that what you publish will be public for a long time. Protect your privacy.

Be Accurate: Be sure that you have all the facts before you post. It's better to verify your
sources first than to have to post a correction or retraction later. If you do make a mistake, admit
it and correct it. Post a retraction, edit your post, make any necessary apologies. If you are
editing an earlier post, make it clear that you have made a correction.

Respect Others: You can catch a whole lot more flies with honey than vinegar. If you are
constructive and respectful while seeking advice, asking for help, or discussing a disagreement
or bad experience, you are far more likely to reach an understanding. In some instances, you
may not be able to reach an understanding or agreement, but it is your responsibility to be
constructive and address the problem rather than attacking the person.
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Respect Your Audience: Don’t use personal insults or disparaging conduct or language
toward others. Show proper consideration for others’ privacy and for sensitive topics. Users are
free to discuss topics and disagree with one another but be respectful of others’ opinions. You are
more likely to achieve your goals if you are constructive and respectful while discussing a bad
experience or disagreeing with an idea or a person. Harassment is not acceptable.

Think Before You Post: There’s no such thing as a “private” social media site. Search
engines can turn up posts and pictures years after publication. Comments can be forwarded or
copied, and screenshots are easily available. Archival systems save information even if you delete
a post. If you feel angry or passionate about a subject, it's prudent to wait until you are calm and
clear-headed before posting.

Does it Pass the Publicity Test? If the content of your message would not be acceptable for
face-to-face conversation, over the telephone, or in another medium, it is not acceptable for a
social networking site. Do not use the anonymity afforded by a social media screen name or
handle to post something that you wouldn’t say if you could be identified.

Take the High Ground: You are more likely to build a high quality following if you discuss
ideas and situations civilly. Don’t pick fights online. Remember that as a participant in NMRA
programming, you are representing the NMRA, and the organization supports the principles of
fun, respect, and inclusion.

Do not post information that you know (or reasonably should know) is private, confidential,
or proprietary. Some information that becomes available to you may be considered private,
confidential or proprietary by the owner or source of such information — think before you post and
if you are unsure, check with the owner or source before posting. Do not post anything in a private
forum that you would not present in any public forum because there is no true privacy on the
Internet. Ask yourself if you would want to see this published in the newspaper or posted on a
billboard tomorrow or ten years from now? Additionally, ask yourself if you would want to see
screenshots posted to the person or persons about whom you are speaking or writing.

Be Aware of Liability: You are responsible for what you post on your own site and on the
sites of others. Be sure that what you post today is not something that you will regret in the future
and that you are not violating any legal guidelines. Postings on social media sites can be, and
have been, the subject of lawsuits alleging defamation, slander, or libel. In such a lawsuit, a court
can compel the social media platform to disclose your account information; you won’t be
anonymous.

 hational

¢ model
railroad
association




Page 23 September 2025

How does the NMRA enforce this code?

The NMRA can enforce this code of conduct independently, or in response to a complaint, after
notice to affected members and due process including an opportunity to be heard. Proceedings
include gathering facts, interviewing witnesses, conducting a hearing, and imposing discipline or
dismissing the matter. The NMRA is a private membership organization; membership, member
benefits, and the use of NMRA trademarks and intellectual property are not free or public.
Therefore, the NMRA'’s leadership can determine that a violation of this code of conduct justifies
a disciplinary action. Examples of actions include censure (a warning the similar conduct could
cause termination), removal from an elected office, disqualification from elected offices or
leadership, and termination of membership. The NMRA’s Corporate Policies & Procedures
Manual (CPPM), and Ohio state law applicable to nonprofit membership corporations such as the
NMRA, governs the enforcement of this code and member discipline.

Our Mission

The mission of the WISE Division of the National Model Railroad Association is to promote
model railroading, to engage in the preservation, perpetuation and enjoyment of the hobby
of model railroading, rail fanning and education generally of the history of railroading in the
United States and where appropriate throughout the world and to engage in charitable
work (as defined in sec, 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as amended)
including, but not limited to providing funding to historical associations, scholarships,
model railroad museums and other charitable organizations affiliated with or desiring to
learn more about railroading and model railroading.

A Word about Constant Contact e-mail

Each Constant Contact e-mail includes links to update or unsubscribe your e-mail address. Please do not use these
links. If you unsubscribe using the Constant Contact link, your e-mail address will be removed from the NMRA
membership database, from the Midwest Region e-mail database and probably from your Division's

records. If you get an e-mail that you don't want, just hit the delete key. Furthermore, if you use the update link, your
change may not be timely posted to the NMRA membership

database.

If you need to change your email address with the NMRA please follow these directions:
The direct way is to log on to the "Members" page of the NMRA website, choose the "View your NMRA

membership" box on the right side of the screen, scroll down to the bottom of the page and select "Update".
Enter the new email address in the appropriate box and click "Submit".




Page 24 September 2025
Shows and Swaps
Wisconsin and Northern lllinois
Monthly

Great Midwest Train Show
Dupage County Fairgrounds, Wheaton, IL

https://www.greenbergshows.com/gmtspages/q

mts
Sept. 7, Oct. 6, Nov, 3, Dec.1 e
9:00am — 3:00pm e $8 admission

Milwaukee Lionel Railroad Club —
Swap Meet

New Berlin Entertainment Center,

16000 W. Cleveland —

Enter from east side of building
https://milw-Irrc.org/mlrrc-train-show-and-sale

Oct. 19, Nov. 16, Dec. 21, 2025; Jan. 18, Feb.

15, Mar.15, 2026
8:00am — 12:00pm

Milwaukee Lionel Railroad Club —
Open House

2721 S. Calhoun Rd, - Drive to back of building

https://milw-Irrc.org/mlrrc-open-houses

The Club is open weekly Friday 1:00 — 9:00 year
round and Saturday and Sunday 1:00 — 5:00

October 4 to April 26.

Open House Nov. 29 & 30 e 10:00am — 5:00pm

Waukesha County Gandy Dancers &
Badgerland S Gaugers Open House
741 N. Grand Ave., Waukesha

Saturday, Oct. 4 e 10:00am — 6:00pm
Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 1 & 2 e
10:00am — 8:00pm

Saturday, Dec. 6 e 10:00am — 6:00pm

Annual Train Shows

Ozaukee County Historical Pioneer
Village — Planes, Trains and
Automobiles

Ozaukee County Pioneer Village

4880 County Rd, Saukville, WI
https://www.ochs.co.ozaukee.wi.us/eventsfor
2023
https://business.cedarburg.org/events/det
ails/planes-trains-automobiles-show-at-
pioneer-village-33064

Saturday, Sept 6 e 10:00am — 5:00pm

Racine Fall Harvest Fest — Tractor & Train
Show

Racine County Fairgrounds, Union Grove, WI
19805 Durand Ave

https://fallharvestdays.com/

Sept. 6 & 7 @ 9:00am — 5:00pm

Milwaukee Light Engineering — Ride on
Trains

2620 Country Aire Dr., Cedarburg, WI

Country Aire is under construction. It is suggested
coming in via Spring Valley road from the west
http://www.mlesrr.org/mles/index.php

Follow them on Facebook for latest information
https://www.facebook.com/274051852684254?ref=e

mbed page
Sept 7 @ 11:00am — 4:00pm

WISE RPM Meet

St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Kenosha, WI
8760 37th Ave, Kenosha, WI

Saturday, Sept. 13 @ 9:00am — 3:00pm

Green County MRRC Swap Meet

State Line Ice & Community Expo (SLICE)

1632 4th Ave, W., Monroe, WI
https://themonroetimes.com/local-news/model-trains-
show-returns-for-46th-year/
https://gcmrrinc.org/show

Saturday & Sunday Sept. 27 — 28 e

10:00am — 4:00pm

Woodstock IL Railfest

Downtown Woodstock

Chamber address: 101 N. Johnson St., Unit 1A,
Woodstock, IL

Rail Fest - Woodstock Area Chamber of Commerce
& Industry

Saturday, Oct. 11 e 10:00am — 5:00pm

Sunday, Oct. 12 e 11:00am — 4:00pm
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Shows and Swaps
(continued)

WISE Division October Meet

New Berlin Public Library Community Room
15105 Library Lane, New Berlin WI
https://wisedivision.org/events.html
Saturday, Oct. 18 e 1:00pm

FREE ADMISSION

Contests, Clinics, Bring & Brag, Layout Tour

Wauwatosa Library — Train Display
Lionel Railroad Club — Butterfly Room
Saturday, Oct. 25 e 11:00am — 3:00pm

S Fest

Waukesha County Fair Grounds —
4H Forum Building
http://www.trainweb.org/bsg/events/s-
fest2025/sfest2025.htm

Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Oct. 31 e
10:30am — 6:00pm

Trainfest

Baird Center —

400 W. Wisconsin Ave; Milwaukee
https://www.trainfest.com/trainfest.html
Saturday, Nov. 1 e 9:00am — 5:00pm
Sunday, Nov. 2 e 9:00am — 4:00pm

September 2025

Western Railway passenger depot and
1912. The new depot replaced an

service to Wyeville ended on July 23,
1963 when the "Twin Cities 400" and
Rochester 400" were discontinued.
Today the station and tower are no

Society)
Jim Arvites

View of the new Chicago & North
tower at Wyeville, Wisconsin in June

earlier structure in 1912. Passenger

longer standing. (C&NW Historical

The Kalmbach Art Collection

“The Kalmbach Art Collection: Pairing
Words and Imagery” is extended through
September 14" at the Grohmann Museum!

The Center for Railroad Photography & Art
(CRP&A) (www.railphoto-art.org
|@railphotoart) and the Grohmann Museum
have collaborated to present this historic
exhibition which celebrates the importance
of imagery in Kalmbach’s printed materials
and the company’s collaborations with
artists. Totaling fifty-nine originals paintings,
“The Kalmbach Art Collection: Pairing
Words and Imagery” is a pillar of rail-
themed art filled with landmark works from
Howard Fogg, George Gloff, Gil Reid, Ted
Rose, John Swatsley, and many others.

Painting featured: “Electroliner,” Chuck
Boie#thingstodo #painting #trains #railroad
#americanartist



https://wisedivision.org/events.html
http://www.trainweb.org/bsg/events/s-%20%20fest2025/sfest2025.htm
http://www.trainweb.org/bsg/events/s-%20%20fest2025/sfest2025.htm
https://www.trainfest.com/trainfest.html
http://www.railphoto-art.org/
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Launchmg the Women in
| Model Railroading SIG!

Women Modelers
Really Do Exist! Join
the Women in Model
Railroading Special
Interest Group!

What exactly s the WIMRR SI1G7

¢ 5)Gs = independent. non-profi
memitearshp groups onganized 10
provide a forum o the eechange
and colechicn of ratroad profotype
andior moded ralroad niermation
SO0 specic lopics

*  DOwfocus & 1o provide o spece for
mCermn o sharm thetr modelng work
Keas, modeing adveniues and
truidn fendsteps . The group wb
promote women in the hobby

o WINRR has bean recognad by the
NMRA. Members do not hirve 10 be
2 manber of he NMRA 1o cn s

https://www.nmra.org/sigs/women-in-model-railroading S5
What do we offer our members? 7«0!“ Sll;;m Comrilies memban ars
Woman are vary socid and supportive %o ons :‘m Q00
anothar Wa'va tharefore provided s plethora of
ways 1o mlersct, colsborste and support one Cydaey Gaarge-Ahateccia
another § sseurow LY 1 SR coxp
!
*  Facstook Women in Model Rairoading '
o Facetook The Steam Seters Mancy Weorkman
e S TS O TR
*  Newslatier. 3 times por poar Civhia Priest
o Virha! Nosts MR o

¢  Coordralid Laches Night Ops
*  Bring 3 Friend campaigns
o NMRA srnul conventons

¢ Local and reone svwarms where mambers
decde 0 repeesant WINRR

Join the E1G foday, w gong o
ol =) .
ans cormpeing e cmmed form

WOMEN

INMODEL RAILROADING
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LIONEL RAILROAD CLUB =
— |

Outstanding Features of Our

Club Rooms and Layouts
Three “O” Gauge layouts, and one “S™ Gauge Layout,
all of which are work-in-progress status!!

e 10 x 14-foot Fastrac layout with numerous switches and wyes for
operating on different routes, remote control operation, featuring
Plasticville city and a carnival scene with operating rides.

e 17 x 27-foot layout that features 3 loops of track with wide
sweeping curves, numerous sidings, controlled with state-of-the-
art remote-control components. Scenery includes our city of
Spencer, that features industrial, agricultural, and suburban areas.

e 4 x 16 layout with traditional three-rail tubular track and switches,
for the pre-World War Two model train collector and operator.

o Qur Newest Layout is a 5 x 8 “S” Gauge Layout!
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SAVE THE DATE

Southeast Wisconsin
Model Railroad Retreat

SATURDAY September 13, 2025
@ 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM

0 St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
8760 - 37th Ave.

Kenosha, WI

f==n

LAy wisedivision.or
L :




Page 29 September 2025

(ierm over for Tram Sale & Show Schednie)

SATURDAY and SUNDAY

APRIL 5 and 6, 2025

NOVEMBER 29 & 30, 2025
10:00 am to 5:00 pm

Parkland Plaza
2721 South Calhoun Road
New Berlin, Wisconsin 53151
(262) 754-9900
(enirance in back of building)

OPEN WEEKLY
Open Fridays 1:00 pm to 9:00 pm
year round (unless a holiday)

Ociober through April
Saturday & Sunday: 1:00 pm to 5200 pm
call to confirm or check website

See Many Toy Trains Running on Our Huge Layout
= = « Minor Train Repairs - - -
OPEN HOUSE DONATION: $2,00
Veterans get in FREE — Scouts in uniform get parents in FREE
Children 12 and under are FREE with an adult

Vigit our Wab Site Like & Follow us on ﬂ @!

wane miilwi-lme. ong FACEBOOK
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A\ Toy Train Sale
and Show

- - [Fee below for more informaiion
w All Gauges & All Scales
SUNDAY DATES
2025 2025 2026 2026 2027

lanuary 19 October 19 January 18  October 18 lanuary 17
February 23  November 16  February 15 November 22 February 28
March 16 December 21 March 15 December 20 March 21

BUY ¢ SELL < TRADE
NEW + USED + PARTS

Sale: New Berlin Entertainment Center
8:00 am to 12:00 noon ADMISSION: $4.00

160M) West Cleveland Avenue = New Berlin, Wisconsin

(Enter on east side of building )
Kids 12 and under: FREE with Adult

For More Information or Table Reservations
Hobert Sobolik
(414) 483-5886

RoberiDSobolik@netzero.com

TRAIN SHOW: at Club will be open by 10:00 am
2721 5. Calhoun Ed (in back of building) Donations Accepted

Visit our Web Site Like & Follow us on ﬁ
wWWW.milw-lrrc.org FACEBOOK
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WAUKESHA CO. —

GANDY DANCERS
UPEN HUUSE —
March 1 May 3
10:00 AM - 6:00 PM 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
August 2 October 4
10:00 AM - 6:00 PM 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
November 1 - 2 December 6
10:00 AM - 8:00 PM 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM

741 NORTH GRAND AVENUE
WAUKESHA, Wil 53186
FIND US AT: CONTACTUS: :
WWW.WCGDRAILROAD.COM = WCGDRAILROAD@GMAIL.COM
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WISE Division of the NMRA Presents

TRAIN SCHOOL

FREE ADMISSION

PUL D SATURDAY
="/ JAN.18, 2025
1-4PM

« Learn how to turn that Christmas train set
into a permanent layout.

» Receive help with Track Work, Wiring,
Maintenance, Scenery, DCC Programming,
3D Printing, Layout Construction.

« Assemble a Freight Car or Building Kit.

NEW BERLIN
PUBLIC LIBRARY
COMMUNITY ROOM

15105 W LIBRARY LN, NEW BERLIN, WI
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Roundhouse
& Turntable Available

HO Scale 3’ x 4
Module with Legs

* Walthers 110" Turntable with control box
+ 4 stall Roundhouse

» Backdrop Buildings

+ Freight Shed

Interested??

Contact WISE Division for more information
wisenmra@gmail.com
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a2V O

i) Turntable & Roundhouse

* 16-7/16" 41.7cm Overall Diameter

* Must-have detail for engine terminals

* Requires 15-9/16” 39.5cm mounting hole to be cut in layout for installation

« Control Box included for use on layouts with DC or DCC train control

Walthers 3-Stall Modern Roundhouse
& 3-Stall Addition Kit

* 6 stalls total

* Holds engines up to 125 scale feet long

« Modular design - easily expanded to a full circle
+ Compact 10-degree stall spacing

* Interior and exterior brick detail

* Fine window details

* Floor inspection pits

Interested? Make an Offer!

Contact WISE Division for more information
superintendent@trainfest.com
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@%@n Display Case

6 Shelves / 2 Doors
49”W x 35”H x 57D

=7 4
Also Available: 6 LED Shop Lights (4°)

T e SR e

Interested?

Contact WISE Division for more information
superintendent@trainfest.com
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“I've been a member of NMRA for many years; and collecting trains for the day
when | retired and would have time to put together a real layout. The time came
and quickly flew by due to my health and the health of my spouse. So I've had to
sell forty years of collecting, and now my layout is for sale. But by “sale” | mean
free - just come and get it.)

= Basic Benchwork/ Layout

>

G735 Available - FREE!

Overall Dimensions
7’87 X14°4” X 42" H
Consists of four framed stand alone sections bolted together:
72" X 1’8" ;72" X 2'9”; and 2 each at 3'6” X 7'8”

Alignment is a twisted and folded oval so
that from any starting point a train would
go around the circumference twice before
returning to the starting point. So it looks
like a dual roadway but not really.

Each framed section has four legs bolted
to the frame. All legs have leveling screws.
Bridges are set to approximate grade but
not fastened down. Minimum radius is 22" .
Maximum grades are 1.5%-1.8%.

Foam roadbed is tacked down so original
penciled centerlines can be seen if one
would want to replace the foam with cork.

for easy removal.
Owner will help with disassembly as needed.

Interested?
Call 262-594-5099 (landline) or Text 262-305-4960 (cell)

OR Contact WISE Division for more information
wisenmra@gmail.com
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Current HO Scale Car

Projects
N&W HC-46 ACF 2-Bay Covered

Hopper
Arrived September 2022

Using Accurail’'s 2200 Series ACF 2-Bay
Covered Hopper as the basis, we are
offering it in a Norfolk & Western repaint
scheme. These cars are N&W class HC-46
and are from an original batch of fifty built by
in 1966 by ACF with the Round Herald paint
scheme. Subsequently some cars went
through a general maintenance program and
were repainted in the block N&W livery.
Photos were found showing at least three of
these cars (road numbers 170753, 170768
and 170794) were reweighed at some later
date because that area is “patched out” on
the car with the new data displayed. Those
same photos place these three cars as
being in service in 1992 and 2004. It is these
three, highly unique, road numbers that
Cincinnati Division 7 is now offering for sale
as limited edition kits.

A special Thank You! goes out to the N&W
Historical Society for their assistance in
providing research support in the
development of this limited-edition freight
car. Their investment of time and the supply
of photos and information made this car
possible.

Pricing is $25 per car, or a 3-car set at $70.
Shipping (via USPS Priority) is $10.40 for
one car and $18.40 for two or more cars.
Ohio residents, please add 7.8% sales tax
on the total price of the kits and the
shipping/handling fee.

Customers outside the USA, please contact
us for shipping arrangements and charges.

September 2025

170758
Bl .

To order, please send your email an
phone information along with a check or
money order in US dollars, payable to
Cincinnati Division 7, MCR, NMRA, to:

Cincinnati Division 7 Car Projects
c/o Paul Maciulewicz

9151 Congress Court

West Chester, Ohio 45069

Contact our Car Projects Chairperson with any
guestions.

Add this superb, one of a kind, historical tank car
to your collection. The Northern Utah Division of
the NMRA is selling a series of HO scale Utah Oil
Company (UTOCO) tank cars manufactured by
InterMountain Railway.

The cars feature a build date of 8/45 and a test
date of 9/28/51. Originally intended to be the
convention cars for the 2019 NMRA convention in
Salt Lake City, supply chain issues prevented the
cars from arriving on time. Offered in six road
numbers, the cars have metal wheelsets and
Kadee couplers.

Priced at $45.00 each with free shipping, you can
get your very own historical tank car before this
limited edition is sold out, go to either:
www.northernutahnmra.org/club-car or
http://northern-utah-division-nmra.square.site
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