ar Midwest Region of the
Natonal Model Ruilroad

Deadline for Submission to the December Issue:
November 20, 2025

Published by the Wisconsin
Southeastern Division of the

Association, Inc

THE HEAD OWL HOOTS

Burnell Breaker

TRAINFEST IS RIGHT AROUND THE
CORNER AND VOLUNTEERS ARE
NEEDED!!!

We had a very good October meet with about
25 people in attendance in the Heritage Room
of the New Berlin Public Library. Dave Nelson
had 2 very good clinics concerning recent
NRHS events. Mike Janke, also gave a nice
presentation about his work on the Wisconsin
& Southern. We were a bit light on contest
entries with only 2 from both Evan Howard
and Mike Janke. Evan won Best of Show with
his weathered cylindrical covered hopper and
Mike won first place for his super detailed
Milwaukee Road diesel.

January we will be in the Community Room for
Train School and back in the Heritage Room
for our May 2 annual meeting. Due to a
scheduling conflict, we were in the Heritage
Room for the October 18 meet. We will have
no meet in December because everybody will
be busy enough between Thanksgiving and
Christmas.

Volunteers are needed at Trainfest to help
with the moving-in of exhibitors on Friday and
the moving-out again Sunday after the show
closes. Also, staffing is needed in the
“‘Welcome to the Hobby” and NMRA booths,
along with support staff to roam around the
show floor to assist with any issues that may
arise. Free admission to Trainfest is included
for volunteers. If you are interested in
volunteering, email trainfestvolunteer@
gmail.com.

Trainfest likely will not be going back to State Fair
Park anytime soon. We need to accept the fact
that Trainfest will be at the Baird Center for the
foreseeable future. It is a very nice venue and
much less expensive than the Expo Center. | will
not go through the points | made in last month’s
article, but many of the costs for those attending
and participating are no worse than what was paid
at State Fair Park. You just need to plan for the
trip downtown.

Dave Nelson had to step up at the last minute and
prepare clinics for our October 18 meet. As we
have said, you can talk about nearly anything and
it can be as long or short as you like. If you need
help getting pictures onto a flash drive, we have
people who can do that. If you want to give a
presentation and am not sure how to begin, email
or give one of us a call and we can help you get
started. It’s not that hard and you don’t need to
have a flashy presentation.

REMEMBER MODEL RAILROADING IS FUN!!!

See you at Trainfest!!!
Burnell

Upcoming Division Events:

Board of Directors Meetings

November 12 7:00pm
Lionel Railroad Club and Zoom

Train Fest

Saturday, November 1 9:00am — 5:00pm
Sunday, November 2 9:00am — 4:00pm
Baird Center, Milwaukee
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Wisconsin Southeastern Division / Midwest Region
of the National Model Railroad Association

2025-2026 Schedule of Events

SATURDAY, September 13, 2025 - 9 AM to 3 PM
MODEL RAILROAD RETREAT - St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
NOM-MEMBERS $5.00

B760 - 37th Avenue, Kenosha

SATURDAY, October 18, 2025 - 1 PM

MONTHLY MEET - New Berlin Public Library Community Room
FREE ADMISSION (Contests, Clinics, Bring & Brag, Layout Tour)
15105 Library Lane, New Berlin

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, November 1-2, 2025
TRAINFEST - Baird Center, Milwaukee
EXTRA FARE EVENT

SATURDAY, January 10, 2026 - 1 PM

TRAIN SCHOOL - New Berlin Public Library Community Room
FREE ADMISSION

Learn about this great hobby and all it offers from local modelers.
Stations will be set up to discover different aspects of the hobby.

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, February 21-22, 2026

MAD CITY TRAIN SHOW - Alliant Energy Center, Madison
EXTRA FARE EVENT

SATURDAY, March 21, 2026 - 1 PM

MONTHLY MEET - Schlesingerville to Slinger Historical Museum
FREE ADMISSION {Contests, Clinics, Bring & Brag, Layout Tour)
414 Kettle Moraine Drive S, Slinger

SATURDAY, May 2, 2026 - 1 PM
MONTHLY MEET and MEMBERSHIP MEETING -

New Berlin Public Library Heritage Room
FREE ADMISSION (Contests, Clinics, Bring & Brag, Layout Tour)

r“'ﬂl‘q wisedivision.org

‘i'i ;,J trainfest.com

BRING & BRAG about your recent acquisitions, layout progress or rail adventures at the Meets!
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All Aboard for Trainfest 2025:
The Ultimate Railroad Experience Returns Bigger Than Ever

The rails are humming with excitement as Trainfest 2025 prepares to roll into the station, promising an
absolutely spectacular weekend that will cement its reputation as North America's premier model
railroad and train enthusiast gathering. This year's event is shaping up to be the most ambitious yet,
with an incredible lineup of attractions that will leave visitors of all ages thoroughly captivated.

A Massive Scale Production

Prepare to be overwhelmed in the best possible way. Trainfest 2025 will feature over 250 vendor
booths sprawling across the venue, complemented by an impressive 500+ tables of model railroad
merchandise, collectibles, and rare finds. Major manufacturers from across the country will be
showecasing their latest products with exclusive show specials and product announcements you won't
find anywhere else. Whether you're hunting for that elusive locomotive or browsing for inspiration for
your next layout project, the sheer variety will be staggering.

The heart of any great train show lies in its layouts, and Trainfest delivers with over 50 operating model
railroad displays spanning multiple scales and sizes. From intricate N-scale mountain scenes to
expansive HO landscapes that tell complete stories, these layouts represent countless hours of
passion and craftsmanship from dedicated modelers across the region.

World-Class Venue Experience

The newly renovated Baird Center provides the perfect backdrop for this massive celebration of
railroading. With over 1 million square feet under one roof, this first-class facility ensures comfortable
browsing no matter the weather. Trainfest utilizes the expansive Halls D & E, creating an unparalleled
170,000 square feet dedicated entirely to trains.

The venue improvements mean better experiences for everyone, with abundant parking options,
improved access to public transportation, enhanced hotel accessibility for overnight visitors, and an
expanded selection of restaurants and entertainment options. The Baird Center's modern amenities
ensure that your focus stays where it should be — on the incredible world of model railroading.
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Learn from the Masters

The educational opportunities at Trainfest 2025 are second to none. Dozens of major manufacturers
will be on-hand for meet-and-greet sessions and hands-on demonstrations, sharing professional
techniques and insider tips that can transform your modeling skills. Industry leaders including Walthers
and Woodland Scenics will be conducting live demonstrations, while the new Craftsman Courtyard will
showcase artisan-level work and traditional railroad crafts.

A special highlight this year is the Kato diorama build, featuring detailed insights from Leon, whose
expertise promises to deliver fascinating behind-the-scenes knowledge about creating realistic
miniature worlds. These demonstrations provide invaluable opportunities to learn directly from the
people who create the products that fuel our passion.

Interactive Adventures for Everyone

Trainfest isn't just about looking — it's about participating. This year features not one but two incredible
scavenger hunt experiences that will have participants exploring every corner of the venue while
learning fascinating railroad history.

The highlight adventure is the NMRA 90th Anniversary Scavenger Hunt, a special celebration marking
nine decades of the National Model Railroad Association. This unique experience uses authentic
railroad waybill-style cards that guide participants through 10 carefully planned stops throughout
Trainfest. At each location, hunters will discover captivating historical facts about the NMRA's rich
heritage while collecting exclusive 90th anniversary branded merchandise including commemorative
pins, rubber bracelets, and special stickers.

What makes this hunt truly special is the sequential clue system — each stop provides the clue to find
the next location, creating an engaging detective-style adventure that culminates at a festive final stop
featuring birthday cake for all participants. But the real excitement comes with the grand prize
drawings, where completed adult waybills earn two chances to win an incredible package featuring a
donated Broadway Limited locomotive, a "Certified Train Nerd" wall

sign from TikTok Train Nerds, and a $200 gift voucher from a popular model railroad shop. Children
aren't forgotten either, with their own spectacular grand prize package potentially including Lionel train
sets, large Brio packages, and other premium locomotive merchandise. The separate kids scavenger
hunt ensures age-appropriate fun while still providing the thrill of discovery and the chance for amazing
prizes.

These treasure hunts transform passive observation into active exploration, creating lasting memories
while educating participants about the organizations and history that make our hobby so special.

For the youngest train enthusiasts, the free Thomas the Tank Engine ride-on train experience will
create magical memories and spark lifelong passions for railroading. Combined with the specially
designed children's activities and prize opportunities, it's these thoughtful touches that make Trainfest a
true family destination where every generation can find their own railroad adventure.
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Meet Your Heroes

The Manufacturers Meet & Greet sessions provide invaluable face-to-face time with the people behind
your favorite railroad products. This direct access to industry professionals offers opportunities to ask
questions, share feedback, and gain insights into upcoming product releases.

Adding a unigue entertainment dimension, the Impractical Jokers presentation promises plenty of
laughs, with potential meet-and-greet opportunities with the show's staff on Sunday, bringing
unexpected fun to the traditional train show format.

Preserving Railroad Heritage

Historical societies and railroad museums will be well-represented, ensuring that the rich heritage of
real railroading receives proper recognition alongside the model railroad hobby. These exhibits provide
crucial context and education about the prototype railroads that inspire our miniature recreations.

The Media Contest encourages creative expression within the railroad community, celebrating the
photographers, videographers, and writers who document and share the passion that drives this
incredible hobby.

Mark Your Calendar and Save!

Trainfest 2025 runs Saturday, November 1 (9:00 AM - 5:00 PM) and Sunday, November 2 (9:00 AM -
4:00 PM)at the Baird Center in Milwaukee. Smart shoppers can save money and time by purchasing

advance tickets online starting September 15th. A 2-day pass costs just $20 online ($25 at the door),

while single-day Saturday passes are $18.95 online ($20 at the door) and Sunday passes are $13.95
online ($15 at the door). Children under 11 attend free with adult purchase, making this an affordable
family adventure.

For more information and to purchase tickets when they become available,
contact trainfest@nmra.org or visit the official Trainfest website.

Trainfest has built its reputation on delivering an unparalleled experience that celebrates every aspect
of railroad enthusiasm. The 2025 edition promises to uphold that tradition while pushing boundaries
with new attractions and expanded offerings. From serious collectors to curious families, from
seasoned modelers to newcomers just discovering the hobby, Trainfest 2025 will offer something
special for everyone.

All aboard for what promises to be the most exciting railroad
event of the year!

NATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION., INC.

P.0. Box 1328 - Soddy Daisy, TN 37384-1328 - (423) 892-2846



mailto:trainfest@nmra.org
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General
Information

Admission Prices:

Advanced Ticket Pricing:

Save Time! Don't Wait in Line! - Purchase Tickets in Advance Online!
Available NOW! Click Here!

Ticket Type | Adult Child 0-10 w/ Adult purchase

2 Day Pass $20.00 |Free

Saturday Ticket  $18.95 Free

Sunday Ticket $13.95 Free

Onsite Ticket Pricing at the Door:

Only cash is accepted at the door, no credit cards or checks. Consider online tickets for the
best price and the ability to use a credit card!

Ticket Type at the Door | Adult | Child 0-10 w/ Adult purchase

2 Day Pass $25.00 [Free

Saturday Ticket $20.00 Free

Sunday Ticket $15.00 Free



https://checkout.eventcreate.com/trainfest-11-2025/select-buy
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Trainfest Exhibitors:

A & S Trains

Accurail

AO Rail

Athearn Trains

Atlas Model Railroad Co.
Azatrax

Bar Mills Scale Models
B&B Hobby Supplies
Bachmann Industries, Inc.
Big Train Operator Club
Bowser Mfg.

Bridgewerks

Broadway Limited Imports
Central Electric Railfans Association
Chicago & North Western His. Soc.
Colfax Railroad Museum
Como Shops

Crafts & Kustom

Dubkin Media

Dwarvin Enterprises Ltd.
East Coast Circuits

ESU, LLC — Loksounds

Flo Mo Trains

FSM Kits

Hobby Manufacturers Association
Iconic Replicas
InterMountain Railway Company
Jeff Cooper

Jelsma Graphics

Jimmy’s Trains

Kalmbach Books

K & A Rails Products

Kato USA

Key Rail industries

Lionel LLC

Logic Rail Technologies 2
Marklin

Masterbilt Models

Micro Engineering
MicroLumina/ Railroad Kits
Midwestern Solutions

Mike Webb

MKE Trains

Model Rectifier Corporation
Model Train Stuff

Motrak Models

November 2025

Muddy Paw Terrain LLC

New England Railroad Uniforms
New York Central Systems HS
Nix Trainz

NMRA Membership Booth
N-Possible Corporation
Phoenix Model Buildings

PIKO America LLC

PnP Trains

Poggies Trains & Tools

Prairie Railway Disp

Prairies Shadows Model Railway Co
Rail Scale Models

Railwear by Rebel Rails
Rapido Trains, Inc.

ReSourced Rails

Rock Island Hobby

Rolling 20 Hobbies

Rose Micro Solutions

Ross Custom Switches

Scale Sound Systems

Scale Trains.com, Inc

Scenic City Express
Sommerfeld’s Trains

Soo Line Historical & Tech Soc
Sound Traxx/Blackstone Models
South Side Trains

Southeast Hobbies

Southern Rail Sales

Spring Creek Model Trains

SS City of Milwaukee

Steel Mill Modelers Supply
Sundance Marketing, Inc
Superior Scenics LLC

Texas Model Trains Collections
Tick Tok Train Nerds

Trainbid

Trainz

Tutwiler Fine Art

Walthers

Whittle Shortline Railroad
Wireless Billy

Woodland Scenics

Zycaon Models
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Layouts:

Layout Name:

Bluff City Modular Engineers
Bridgton & Saco River Railroad
Circus Model Builders
Cream City Traction Club
European Train Enthusiasts
Fond du Lac Society of Model
Railroad Hobbyists
Great Circus Trains
Gypsy Trolley Line
John Allen Timesaver
Game for Kids
Just Ask
Kenosha Garden Railroad
Kettle Moraine Ballast
Scorchers Railroad Club
Lake County Society of
Modulars Engineers
LGB Model Railroad Club
of Chicago
MANTRAK — Milwaukee Area
N TRAK
MANTRAK — Milwaukee Area
T TRAK
Metro Model Railroad Club Ltd
Midwest Mod-U-Trak
Midwest Rails
Milwaukee Lionel Railroad Club
Milwaukee Operators
Organization (MOO Crew)
Milwaukee Transit Archives
& Museum, Inc
Milwaukee-N-Southeastern
Model Railroad Club
Model Railroad Club Of
Milwaukee
Modular Railroad Partners
MODUTRAK N Scale
North Western Modelers
Overland Western Lines
Paper Scale Models
Pewaukee Road Lego
Train Line
Rusty Rails

Scale:

HO
On30
many
HO
many

HO
many
HO
HO
clinic
G
HO
HO
G

N

N
HO
HO
G

O

HO

November 2025

Layout Name:

Santa Fe All The Way Modular
Layout

Schoelel Layout

Sheboygan Society of
Model Railroad Engineers

Shepherd College Model
Railroad Club

Some Dads Runnin Trains

Southern Wisconsin Sandhouse
Crew

Swallow Cliff Model Railroad

The Model Railways of
lan Homes

The TCA Midwest Division
Modular

Twine Ball Railroad

Valley Model Railroad

Wisconsin & Michigan Model
Railroad Club

Wisconsin Garden Railway
Socieoty

WisLUG

Wiz Kidz

wTrack Modular Wooden
Railway

1935 . 20 2 S

NATIONAL MODEL
RAILROAD ASSOCIATION

Scale:
HO
O/HO
O/HO
G, 0
HO
HO
HO
16mm
HO
HO

HO
Lego

wood
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Parking Options for Trainfest 2025:

There are dozens of parking options for Trainfest this year. Parking will be available on the
days of the event, but you have the option to purchase parking early, lock in your spot and
receive a reduced price. There are options for both attendee parking as well as exhibitor
parking. We look forward to seeing you at this one-of-a-kind show. The Baird Center is
surrounded by dozens of parking options. Even a garage that is two blocks away!

1. Interstate Parking is giving us 20% discount. Please email Josh or Anna at:
info@interstateparking.com The Interstate Parking map options can be found here.
https://www.interstateparking.com/milwaukee

2. Secure Parking USA —
https://tap.honkmobile.com/p/314c675d-e1f7-4927-82bc eal31986fd6

3. Spot Hero is another great option for parking. It will allow you to book and reserve your
space for the event. Just scroll down and select Trainfest 2025.
https://spothero.com/destination/milwaukee/baird-center-parking

Parking Lot Instructions:

Park in any unreserved space at the lot located at lots listed below
* Wells Fargo Lot — 610 N. 8th St.

* Library Lot — 801 W. Wisconsin Ave.

» Badger Lot — 625 N. James Lovelle St.

* 6th & State Lot — 606 W. State St.

* MATC Surface Lot — 700 W. State St.

* CW Lot — 822 N. MLK Dr.

« Symphony (MSO) Lot — 744 N. MLK Dr.

* 3rd & Wells Lot — 302 W. Wells St.

Scan the QR code on the signs

Click “Buy Parking” button

Enter license plate and cell phone

Confirm license plate

Select the amount of parking needed

Enter NMRA25 in the promo code field and click “apply”

. Click “Checkout” and complete the purchase process with credit/debit card
Will work on 11/1 & 11/2

NouswNE

Secure Parking USA Instructions - click on link below
https://tap.honkmobile.com/p/314c675d-e1f7-4927-82bc-eal131986fd6d

Spot Hero Parking Link - click on link below
https://spothero.app.link/ts1p2NgSel?kind=destination&id=560&$3p=a_hasoffers&$affiliat
e_json=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.spothero.com%?2Faff c%3Foffer i1d%3D1%26aff id%3D
1850%26file _id%3D28%26source%3Dtrainfest%26aff sub2%3Dparkingpage%26aff sub3
%3Dlink%26for mat%3Djson



https://www.interstateparking.com/milwaukee
https://tap.honkmobile.com/p/314c675d-e1f7-4927-82bc%20ea131986fd6
https://spothero.com/destination/milwaukee/baird-center-parking
https://tap.honkmobile.com/p/314c675d-e1f7-4927-82bc-ea131986fd6d
https://spothero.app.link/ts1p2NqSe1?kind=destination&id=560&$3p=a_hasoffers&$affiliate_json=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.spothero.com%2Faff_c%3Foffer_id%3D1%26aff_id%3D1850%26file_id%3D28%26source%3Dtrainfest%26aff_sub2%3Dparkingpage%26aff_sub3%3Dlink%26for%20mat%3Djson
https://spothero.app.link/ts1p2NqSe1?kind=destination&id=560&$3p=a_hasoffers&$affiliate_json=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.spothero.com%2Faff_c%3Foffer_id%3D1%26aff_id%3D1850%26file_id%3D28%26source%3Dtrainfest%26aff_sub2%3Dparkingpage%26aff_sub3%3Dlink%26for%20mat%3Djson
https://spothero.app.link/ts1p2NqSe1?kind=destination&id=560&$3p=a_hasoffers&$affiliate_json=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.spothero.com%2Faff_c%3Foffer_id%3D1%26aff_id%3D1850%26file_id%3D28%26source%3Dtrainfest%26aff_sub2%3Dparkingpage%26aff_sub3%3Dlink%26for%20mat%3Djson
https://spothero.app.link/ts1p2NqSe1?kind=destination&id=560&$3p=a_hasoffers&$affiliate_json=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.spothero.com%2Faff_c%3Foffer_id%3D1%26aff_id%3D1850%26file_id%3D28%26source%3Dtrainfest%26aff_sub2%3Dparkingpage%26aff_sub3%3Dlink%26for%20mat%3Djson
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Division Video Library

A reminder for everyone that the Division’s
Video Library is available for members to
checkout DVDs.

As | stated after the Division went inactive, |
cannot do both jobs of being the Interim
Superintendent and Video Librarian, bringing
and managing the Video Library at our meets.
If you would like to checkout any DVDs, look at
our catalog on wisedivision.org and contact me
with the number and title of the one(s) you
would like to view. | will bring them to our next
meet or you can pick them up at my business.
The DVDs are currently stored in my
company’s warehouse in Caledonia.

If you are interested in taking over the Video
Library, contact me. It's an easy job, where you
need to bring the Video Library to our meets
and manage the checking out and receiving of
them from the members.

Burnell Breaker
brbreaker78 @gmail.com
wisenmra@gmail.com
262-939-9193

Membership Directory

We have not updated our Membership Directory
in over a decade. The information in this
directory is vital to the ongoing revitalization of
the Division.

As your new Layout Tour Chair, updating this
document is my priority. With the information
contained within its pages, we will be able to
foster camaraderie and the sharing of ideas and
expertise that is a key to a thriving organization
and something that is greatly needed in the
Division.

My plan is to send out a form by email, in the
new year, asking for your contact information
and details about your layout and other model
and protype interests. Please consider
responding to my request. The Division is
moving in a new direction, and this directory will
be an essential part of this revival.

David Mielke
Layout Tour Chair
mielkemanor@att.net

A Note from the Editor:

information.

cindy.m.mielke@gmail.com.

Your Editor
Cindy Mielke

This newsletter has been created to provide the membership with Division happenings and
news, but it can be so much more than just that.

If there is something within the realm of railroading that would be of interest, whether it be
historical sites or layout hacks, please let me know and I'll do the research. The Owl Car is
published for the membership so it should reflect the membership’s interests and quest for

Remember that the deadline for the December issue is the 20th of November. So, keep this
deadline in mind and send your ideas, articles and photos to the Owl Car to



mailto:cindy.m.mielke@gmail.com
mailto:superintendent@trainfest.com
mailto:mielkemanor@att.net
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AP Achievement Program

Dave Poquette

To most NMRA members, the NMRA
Achievement Program (AP) is a way to
achieve the Master Model Railroader (MMR)
status. You must earn 7 certificates in 4
different categories (model railroad
equipment, settings, engineering and
operation, service to the hobby). Each
category is broken down into subcategories
as follows:

e Model railroad equipment
o Motive Power
o Cars
e Settings
o Structures
o Scenery
o Prototype Models
e Engineering and Operation
o Civil Engineer
o Electrical Engineer
o Chief Dispatcher
e Service to the Hobby
o Association Official
o Association Volunteer
o Author

Obtaining the MMR status can be a daunting
task. It takes commitment and many hours to
achieve. The process is well worth the effort.
| am currently going through the process and
have spent countless hours achieving 5 AP
certificates and 3 merit awards towards a 6th
certificate, structures. | feel that going
through this process has made me a better
modeler in many ways. | only wish | could
have saved that switch tower that | made
from cardboard or even the Revell models
that | built when | was knee-high to a
grasshopper so that | can compare it to the
models that I'm building now.

You can find more information about the
Achievement Program at http://nmra.org
and click on the Education tab. If you have
further questions, feel free to contact me.
My contact information is listed in the
Division Leadership section of this
newsletter.

If you don’t feel like this is “your cup of
tea”, then at least consider earning a
Golden Spike Award. Unlike the AP, you
don’t need to have your models judged
nor do you have to earn 7 certificates. You
just need to have built a layout that meets
certain requirements:

e Display 6 pieces of rolling stock. These
can be scratch built, craftsman kit, super
detailed commercial kits.

¢ Construct a minimum of 8 square feet of
model railroad or module(s) including
scenery in any scale.

e Construct 5 structures. These can be
scratch built, craftsman kit, or super-
detailed commercial kits. If a module has
less than five structures, additional
structures separate from the scene may
be presented.

e Three types of tracks are required
(turnout, crossing, cross-over, etc.). All
tracks must be properly ballasted and
installed on proper roadbed. Commercial
track can be used.

e The track must be wired so that 2 trains
can be operated simultaneously.

¢ One additional electrical feature must be
used. This can be powered turnouts,
turnout indicators, lighted building,
signaling, etc.

Most of you may already qualify for a Golden
Spike Award. If you think you do qualify for a
Golden Spike, fill out the attached form and
contact me. | will come to your layout to see
if you qualify. Please message me at
dpoquette@wi.rr.com



mailto:ap@trainfest.com
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- ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM
a::; GOLDEN SPIKE AWARD
APPLICATION FORM
FEBRUARY 2019

FLEASE COMPLETE THIS APFLICATION FOREM AND SEND TO YOUR DIVIEION OF REGION AF MANAGER

Member Name: NMRAE: Expiration:
Address: City:
State/Province: Country: Zip/Post Code:
Drate Submitted: Region: Drivision:

«  The Golden Spike Avward (GEA) will be awarded 1o any MMBEA member who completes the Qualificatvons Checklist,
obiains the necessary signatures [Division AP Manager or some local NMBA member approved by the Division AP
Manager), and if the applicant does not already hold MMR stafus,

The GEA will be adminisgered by the Division and Region AP Managers.

AP reguirements and definitvons apply for scratch building and super-detailing.

The Davision AP Manager will submit the signed form to the Region AP Manager who will ssue the Golden Spike
Award certificate.

#  The Region AP Manager will then forward the completed form to the Mational AP Manager so that an announcermeit
can be made in the NMBEA Magazine.

GOLDEN SPIKE AWARD QUALIFICATIONS CHECKLIST:

1. Rolling Stock ( Motive Power & Cars):
[ Display six units of relling stock either scratchbuilt, crafisman kits or superdetailed commercial kits.

2. Model Railroad Setting (Stroctures & Scenery

H Construct & minimum of eight square feet of model railroad or module(s) including scenery in any scale.
Construct five structures either scratchbuilt. craftsman kits or superdetailed commercial kits. 1fa
module has less than five structures, additional structures separate from the scene may be presented.

J. Engineering (Civil & Electrical)
Three types of track are required (e.g. turnout, crossing, crossover, etc.). All must be properly
ballasted and installed on proper roadbed. Commercial track may be used.
[] All installed track must be property wired so that two trains can be operated simultaneously
{e.g. double track main, single track main with sidings. and block or command or other form of control).
[] Provide any onc additional clectrical feature such as power operated turmouts, signaling, tumout
indication, lighted buildings, etc.

Witmess: Mame: MNMBEA #:

Region AF Manager: Region:
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CP Holiday Train

The 2025 CPKC Holiday Train will roll
across the U.S., making several stops in
southeastern Wisconsin in early December

This festive train, adorned with thousands
of twinkling lights and vibrant holiday décor,

brings joy and holiday spirit to communities b b e -
across North America, and it's making 13 S WE@@M

stops in Wisconsin this year from December
9h to December 10th, 2025.

This year’s Holiday Train tour will feature
live performances by American Authors, an
American rock band, and Pynk Beard, a
Grammy-award winning country music
performer. Families can enjoy the dazzling
train as it rolls into town, bringing music,
magic, and community togetherness. The
viewing events are free and include live
music shows

Since its inception in 1999, the CPKC
Holiday Train has raised more than $26
million and more than 5.4 million pounds of
food for community food banks in Canada
and the U.S.

The Holiday Train is scheduled to be in...

e Sturtevant: December 9 at 7:00 p.m.
9900 E. Exploration Ct.

e Caledonia: December 9 at 8:15 p.m.
County Road G and 5 % Road

e Wauwatosa: December 10 at 4:15 p.m.
Harwood Avenue

e Hartland: December 10 at 5:45 p.m.
Cottonwood Avenue

e Oconomowoc: December 10 at 6:45p.m.
S. Silver Lake Street

e Watertown: December 10 at 8:00 p.m.

Brandt Quirk Park
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East Troy Christmas Trains

Santa’s Workshop Train

The East Troy Depot in Mukwonago will be
bustling with holiday cheer this year. The
annual Christmas Trains will convey
passengers to Santa’s Workshop, host guests
in First Class Dining Cars and illuminate the
night with thousands of twinkling lights

The first magical ride will take you from the East
Troy Depot at 2002 Church Street to Santa's
workshop located at the Elegant Farmer. Here
children can visit Santa and take a photo with
the jolly elf himself! The trolleys will be heated,
and bathrooms are available in the East Troy
Depot.

Each round trip lasts around two hours in
duration, consisting of 30 minutes on the train to
the Elegant Farmer, 1 hour at the Elegant
Farmer, and a 30-minute train ride back to the
East Troy Depot.

Santa’s Workshop will
have fun activities for
everyone, and
children will receive

a special gift as a
memento of this
memorable Holiday
tradition.

This train, filled with holiday delights, runs every
Saturday and Sunday, November 29 through
December 21. The train departs from the depot at 9
a.m., 10:30 a.m., 12:00 p.m., 1:30 p.m. and
3:00p.m. each Saturday and Sunday except for the
3:00 p.m. train on December 6, 7, 14, 21

Ticket prices are $38 for adults, ages 15+,
children, ages 3 to 14, are $34 and infants and
toddlers are $12. For members and their
families, ticket prices are $30.00 for adults,
$26.00 for a child, and $11.00 for an
infant/toddler. Advanced reservations are
required, and everyone needs a ticket to board.

Santa’s Special Evening Train

Enjoy a magical upgraded experience, riding in
First Class Dining Cars, on Santa's Special
Evening Trains. This adventure is complete
with cookies and hot chocolate. Each adult
ticket includes a complimentary shot of Baileys
or Peppermint Schnapps for your hot
chocolate or a beer from our selection.

Santa’s Special Evening Trains will depart at East
Troy Depot: 2002 Church Street at 5:00 p.m. on
Fridays, November 28, December 5, 12 and 19,
and Saturdays, November 29, December 13 and
20. Just added are additional Wednesday tours for
December 3, 10 and 17.

The Parade Train

The East Troy Electric Railroad's Santa Parade
Train will make its annual journey into downtown
East Troy on Saturday, December 6. This
beautifully lit four-car train will travel down the
century-old interurban trolley line between
Mukwonago and East Troy. The original East Troy
Christmas Parade train was started by the East
Troy Jaycees and the railroad in 1972.

The train will depart the Elegant Farmer at 5:00
p.m. with stops at...

Army Lake Rd. North @ 5:25 p.m.

Army Lake Rd. South @ 5:42 p.m.

St Peters Rd. @ 5:56 p.m.

Byrnes St. @ 6:13 p.m.

Division St. @ 6:25 p.m.

Then, at 6:30 p.m. Santa will arrive at the East
Troy Village Square Park via the East Troy Fire
Department truck to light the Bob Barutha
Memorial Christmas Tree & debut the East Troy

Lights.

For more information and to purchase
tickets, visit the East Troy Railroad Museum’s
wehsite.



https://www.easttroylights.com/
https://www.easttroylights.com/
https://www.easttroyrr.org/christmas-train.html
https://www.easttroyrr.org/christmas-train.html
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Modeling & Prototype Railroad Contests

Rules for WISE Division’s
Popular Vote Contest
Effective December, 2015

Awards:
1* Place: 1* Place award certificate, and two {2) gift certificates (NMRA MEMBERS). One gift
certificate (NON-NMRA MEMBERS).
2™ place: 2™ Place Award certificate.
Best of Show: Plague (Wisconsin Outline}, and two (2) gift certificates. (NMRA MEMBERS). One
gift certificate (NON-NMRA MEMBERS).

Youth Award:

; 1* Place: 1* Place Award certificate and two (2} gift certificates. (NMRA MEMBERS). One gift
certificate (NON-NMRA MEMBERS).

" 2™ place: 2™ Place Award certificate.

Categories:

Motive Power — Steam Motive Power — Diesel

Traction / Electric Passenger Equipment

Freight Equipment Non-Revenue Equipment

Structures (on and off-line) General [includes dioramas and trains)

Photos = Model Photos — Prototype

Train Related Crafts Youth — 8-17 years

Rules:

1) The contest is open to all persons attending the meet.

2) The el MUST be the f n listed on the in . Photos entered MUST
be taken by the person in card.

3] Models can be of prototype or free-lanced railroads.

4) Models can be of any scale or gauge.

5) Models can be kit-built, kit-bashed, or scratch-built.

6] Persons entering must apply entry to a category. However, the Contest Director will determine
the category in which the model will be entered.

7) Only two entries per person per category are permitted.

8) If only one person has entered a model, slide, or photo in a category, a “No Contest” will be
declared.

3} If any entry has previously won a first place award in its category, it may not be re-entered in
that category. However, if a structure, loco, or car has won an award in its category, it may be
re-entered as a diorama entry (General Category).

10} All categories listed above will be grouped together when under the Youth category. Entrants
must be 8-17 years of age and must have done 50% or more of the work on the model.

11) Matted photos cannot be larger than 11 by 14 inches.

Voting:

All voting will be by ballot. One ballot per person, by those persons attending the meet. Ballots
are to be tabulated by the Contest Director and committee. The Superintendent, or their
representative, will not vote by ballot, but will cast a tie-breaking vote in any category where
the popular vote is tied.
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What to Do About Those Trains

First, establish who has ownership of the trains.

Is it you, an estate, others in the family. Is the
disposition of the trains detailed in a will, etc.?

Then, there are these options to concern:

e Keep them, repair them, join a local
club or the NMRA and have some
fun!

e Display them on a shelf, in a cabinet,
or on a fireplace mantle.

e Pass on ownership to other family
members, like children or
grandchildren

If you want to sell them:

e You can sell them on eBay. This is
probably the method that will result in the
best return, but it is very time consuming.
You will want to research similar sold
prices on eBay.

e You can sell them on Facebook
Marketplace although it is probably less
effective than eBay.

e You can list them on Craiglist. You will
probably get less for the trains here and
you must deal face-to-face encounters
with those who respond to your listing.

e You can consign the trains to be sold on
eBay by Southside Trains at 3979 South
Howell Avenue, Milwaukee, W1, 414-482-
1566. They will list the trains on eBay
and handle all aspects of the sale and
shipping. They do take a commission on
the sale of the items. Contact Tom
Palmer at Southside Trains.

e You can sell them to Somerfeld’s
Trains at 12620 West Hampton Avenue,
Butler, WI, 262-783-7797.

They buy to resell so they can’t pay
top price for the trains. Contact Jack
Sommerfeld or Matt Troester.

* There are 3 local private individuals who
buy collections for resale. Mike Carlson,
262-370 9321, Chad Clark, 414-313-1366
and Derrick Schulz, 414-210-9402. They
buy them to resell so they can't pay top
price for them.

* You can rent a table ($18.00 each) at the
Milwaukee Lionel Railroad Club swap
meets and sell the items yourself. The
meets are held on the third Sunday of
each month, October through March
except February which is on the fourth
Sunday. Information is available on the
MLRRC website https://www.milwlrrc.org/.

¢ You can rent a table ($48.00 each at the
DuPage County Train Show in Wheaton,
IL. It's held the first Sunday monthly,
except November which is held on the
second Sunday. You must provide a
credit card for collection of Illinois sales
tax.

Lastly, you can donate the trains to the
Wisconsin Southeastern Division of the
National Model Railroad Association. We do
not buy collections, but depending on the
items in the donation, it may be used directly
by the members or sold and the proceeds
used by the WISE Division to promote the
hobby of model railroading. The WISE
Division is a federally registered 501 (c) (3)
non-profit. Your donation may allow you to
take a tax donation. Please consult with your
tax advisor on this matter and contact WISE
Superintendent Burnell Breaker at
wisenmra@gmail.com for more information
on donations.



https://www.milw-lrrc.org/
https://www.milw-lrrc.org/
mailto:wisenmra@gmail.com
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NMRA Membership Benefits

Gary Hendrickson

While the Division offers its members clinics, presentations, layout tours and events, there is so much
more for the model railroad enthusiasts and that more comes with NMRA membership. NMRA
membership offers so many benefits and perks that you may never have imagined.

Now, what exactly are those NMRA membership benefits? Well, there are actually quite a few. So,
here’s a list the more prominent ones...

Beginner's Guide
Learn the basics of trackwork, wiring, scenery, and more in this online guide.

Fellowship with other model railroaders through virtual and face-to-face connections
Participate in regularly scheduled in-person division, national, and virtual events.

Online Video Library
Dozens of professionally produced “how-to” videos as well as more than 150 National
Convention clinic videos.

NMRA Member's Aid Program
Ask a guestion, any question, about the NMRA or about model railroading — and get an answer!

Modeling With the Masters® (MWTM)
Get coaching in hands-on learning experiences led by Master Model Railroaders® in MWTM.

National Conventions

Held in a different location in the US every year, the National Convention is a week-long event
featuring multiple model railroad layout tours, operating sessions, prototype tours, hands-on clinics,
and presentations.

Model and Photography Contest Participation
Participate in the celebration of models, photos, and crafts at Divisional Meets, as well as Regional
and National Conventions.

Partnership Program
Receive discounts on model railroad products and services from free shipping to 40% off all
purchases.

Grouper
US-based members, over the age of 65 with a Medicare Advantage, may be eligible for
reimbursement of their annual NMRA dues.

Annual NMRA Calendar
Features twelve of the best of the best model railroad photographs annually in a fund-raiser to
members in the USA.



https://www.nmra.org/beginners-guide
https://www.nmra.org/members/videos
https://www.nmra.org/member-aid
https://www.nmra.org/education
https://www.nmra.org/conventions
https://www.nmra.org/contests
https://app.hellogrouper.com/p/nmra
https://app.hellogrouper.com/p/nmra

Page 18 November 2025

NMRA Membership Benefits
(continued)

e NMRA eBulletin
A monthly email newsletter with the latest updates and news direct from the NMRA

e Model Railroad Directory
Contact NMRA members in the Model Railroad Directory for a layout tour, to talk trains, or to
participate in an operating session

e NMRA Turntable
A monthly curated email newsletter with some of the most interesting model railroad websites, videos,
blogs, and articles on the web.

e NMRA Magazine - monthly print and online/digital
Print and online/digital monthly publication featuring news about the organization and its Regions and
Divisions, along with modeling articles, product conformance reviews, and other information. Each
member automatically gets access to the digital version of the NMRA Magazine with your
membership. Print versions require a subscription.

e NMRA Interchange
Connect electronically with NMRA members around the world to ask questions, provide answers, post
events, share ideas, and make friends in the NMRA Interchange.

e NMRAX — The NMRA's Monthly Virtual Meetup
The NMRA's Monthly Virtual Meetup of model railroad presentations broadcast over YouTube
Live. NMRAX provides an opportunity for attendees to directly interact with the presenters.

e NMRA Online Archives
Scans of more than 10,000 photographs, slides, plans, drawings, paint schemes, and more available
for download at a discount to members in the online archives.

e Achievement Program (AP)
Push your skills to new levels while earning recognition for your efforts in the Achievement Program.

e Train School
The January WISE Division meet is a live train school, mentored by our seasoned experts, covering a
multitude of railroad modeling topics at learning stations all around the room.

e Standards and Conformance
Be a part of the organization that sets the standards for and verifies the conformance of model
railroad products and technologies. Purchase Standards Gauges at significant price reductions over
retail prices. Track templates and decals also available in the Company Store.

For more benefits and information on how to become a member, visit the NMRA website at
National Model Railroad Association or follow the NMRA on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/NMRA.org



https://www.nmra.org/members/bulletins
https://www.nmra.org/members/layout-directory
https://www.nmra.org/members/turntable
https://www.nmra.org/nmra-digital-magazine
https://www.nmra.org/nmra-interchange
https://www.nmra.org/tags/nmrax
http://archive.nmra.org/
https://www.nmra.org/standards
https://www.nmra.org/standards
https://www.nmra.org/store
https://www.nmra.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NMRA.org
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Clinics

I'm looking for Clinics for our
2025-2026 Season

by David Nelson

Thank you to all who presented clinics to the
WISE Division this last year; it is greatly
appreciated by me and by all our

members. | was especially pleased that we
were able to show three full-length clinics at
our February meeting -- seemed like the
good old days of the WISE Division! | hope
we can continue this trend next season. |
can be reached at engine1385@aol.com if
you have a clinic idea for us.

As always, special thanks to David Rohr, our
Chief Clerk, for his great work at being our
"AIV Guy".

At that February meeting | mentioned
something that I'd like to repeat here. As
spring and summer approach, we are
entering the prime "railroad
convention/model train convention”

season. If you belong to a railroad historical
society and go to their annual meets or go to
NMRA or toy train collector or gauge-specific
regional or national conventions (such as
2025's N Scale Enthusiasts convention in
Kansas City, or the TCA convention in
Jacksonville FL) please consider giving us a
15-minute (or so) report, hopefully complete
with photos of both prototype trains and
models on display or layouts on tour.

I'd like to put them all together into one
Saturday meet devoted to these
conventions. I'd particularly like to see
coverage of the NMRA National in Novi (near
Detroit) Michigan. | know | will be at the
C&NW Historical Society convention in Des
Moines/Boone this May, but I'd also like to
see coverage of the Soo Line Historical
group's meeting at the Wisconsin Dells,
Milwaukee Road, Great Northern in the Twin
Cities, Burlington Route in Marion IL (a joint
meet with the MoPac and C&EI groups), or
other railroad historical society meet, or
perhaps the National Railway Historical
Society's national meet in Lansing

Michigan.

I'd also include visits to any of the many
towns and cities that have "railroad days"
type civic events. It would be great if we had
SO many presentations that they have to split
into two different monthly meets but for now
I'll be happy if we can really fill one month's
meeting with those presentations.

What was the original use of a caboose?

Office

Hotel
Restroom

All the above

aoow

anoge ay) |Iv “p



mailto:engine1385@aol.com
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Division Leadership

Board of Directors

Burnell Breaker --- Superintendent
brbreaker78 @gmail.com
wisenmra@gmail.com
262-939-9193

Robert Niedermann --- Assistant Superintendent
roncpa@outlook.com
414-587-4778

David Rohr --- Chief Clerk (Secretary)
ChiefClerkWiseDiv@gmail.com
262-783-7230

Tim Koch --- Director at Large
timkoch@charter.net

David Mielke --- Director at Large
mielkemanor@att.net

Dennis Janssen --- Assistant Paymaster
Dennisjans51@gmail.com

Committee Chairs

Gary Hendrickson --- Membership
nkpgary@gmail.com
847-800-1380

Dave Nelson --- Clinics
enginel385@aol.com

Dave Poquette --- Achievement Program
dpoquette@wi.rr.com

Dave Mielke --- Train School/ Layout Tours
mielkemanor@att.net

Cindy Mielke --- Owl Car Editor
cindy.m.mielke@gmail.com

Mike Slater --- Social Media Manager
mslater@wi.rr.com
262-515-3623

Jim Hebner --- Webmaster
hebneri@gmail.com

Open ---
Picnic/Bus Trips ---
Contest ---

FROM the NMRA :
Please Keep in Touch .
Please make sure the NMRA has your current contact

information. You will not be able to access the full range of
NMRA benefits unless we can reach you.

¢ Please visit nmra.org/members

¢ Use your email address and password to log in.

* [fvyou have not yet registered. or forgot your password,
there are buttons for that. Take a moment to easily
correct any problems.

*  Once logged in, click on Member Info (top rnight corner).

Make sure your information is correct.

nmra.org/request-membership-info-changes

If not, please go to:

to submit a request for changes to be made.

Thank you!

The WISE Owl Car is published by the
Wisconsin Southeastern (WISE) Division
of the National Model Railroad Association
(NMRA).

Subscription is free in an electronic format
to all NMRA members residing within the
boundaries of the WISE Division.

The Wisconsin Southeastern Division, Inc
does not offer any warranties or
guarantees, nor assumes any liability from
the information contained in this
publication.

Permission is granted to the use of news
items in other publications provided credit
is given to the Owl Car and author.

Trainfest and the Trainfest logo are
registered trademarks of the WISE
Division, NMRA, Inc.

Please send any comments, information,
or editorials to Editor Cindy Mielke via
email: cindy.m.mielke@gmail.com



mailto:superintendent@trainfest.com
mailto:Asst.super@trainfest.com
mailto:ChiefClerkWiseDiv@gmail.com
mailto:timkoch@charter.net
mailto:mielkemanor@att.net
mailto:Dennisjans51@gmail.com
mailto:nkpgary@gmail.com
mailto:engine1385@aol.com
mailto:ap@trainfest.com
mailto:mielkemanor@att.net
mailto:owlcar@trainfest.com
mailto:mslater@wi.rr.com
mailto:webmaster@trainfest.com
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September Board of Directors Minutes

Wisconsin Southeastern (WISE) Division of the NMRA
Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, September 10, 2025
Via Zoom

Meeting called to order by Burnell Breaker at 7:02 pm

Officers Present - Burnell Breaker (Superintendent)*
Robert Niedermann (Asst-Superintendent)*
David Rohr (Secretary, Chief Clerk)*
David Mielke (Director At Large) (Train School)*
Tim Koch (Director At Large) *

Chairs Present — Mike Slater*, Cindy Mielke (Owl Car)*, Jim Hebner (Website)*

Guests — None * attended by Zoom

Officers Not Present — Paymaster — open position Dennis Janssen (Asst Paymaster)

Minutes: No changes noted from the April meeting minutes, Tim K. motioned, 2" by Bob N. approved.

Paymaster Report: No changes noted from the August meeting minutes,
Tim K. motioned, 2" by Bob N., approved.

Membership: Gary Hendrickson — Submitted September 2025 Membership Committee report.

“WISE Membership Rolls
August 2024 132
August 2025 121
July 2025 121

30 day past due: Mike Slater, Dick Robinson
60 days past due: Byson Sleppy (was at Kalmbach, now with Scale Trains)
Past dues being contacted.

Clinics: No report from Dave Nelson, Meet’s clinics will resume in October.
AP Program: Dave Poquette no report:

Layout Tours:
Dave M. is still looking for places to visit. Will likely be before each month’s clinics.
We have a few to visit in September. in Kenosha (Dave M & Rick)

Owl Car:
September issue was sent, another good issue. Cindy asked if we have a better
computer for her, as Windows 10 is going out of date, and this one is very slow.

Website: Jim Hebner stated he updated the pdf files and have added the schedule flyer.

Model RR Retreat:
8 am setup, 9 - 3, first clinic at 10:30 am, 3 clinics total, plus 2 layout tours after.
Will do initial setup on Friday evening.
(This was also on that same day as the Soo Convention.)
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Train School: Dave & Cindy — there will be a different format this year.

Bring your trains, have presenters help with attendees’ trains and the attendees participate in the
setup of benchwork.

Also, have a Lionel station for questions.

Need to reserve the dates for 2026 in October, Robert N to handle.

Ad in MR has been submitted.

Facebook: Mike Slater is posting new items.

Show Schedule —

Will sell at 5 of the 6 Lionel Club’s swap dates on October 19, November 16, December 21, January
18 & March 15 with 3 tables.

Will sell at West Bend’s show on October 12 at Washington County Fair Park, with Tim, Burnell and
others running this event, 2 tables are reserved.

May be selling at Ozaukee show April 12, 1026. Need to sign up.

Old Business:

Zieger Estate - Nothing new to report.
Trainfest 2025 -
o November 1 & 2, downtown Baird Center.
o NMRA booth will include WISE & SCWD. We will need help to man the booth.
o Jenny and Lucy submitted an article for the Owl Car
From Jenny Hendricks - | would like WISE and SCWD to participate in a Welcome to Modeling
Corner. | would like them to set up the local booth. Please focus on finding friendly and encouraging
people to help newbies interested in modeling to know where to go locally and who to talk too! If this is
something you can arrange and send info to Lucy | know she would love to post about this! If we can
mix in some local club support in the booth, that would be awesome! Let me know what type of space
and table needs are needed for this, if it can be pulled together. Bob (McGeever) suggested we contact
Winnebagoland, Rock River and Fox Valley about helping with this, too.

From Lucy Dormont - Also to add just on a personal note, we will have a media and press lounge and
we are doing a big push for a special “Iron Rail Influencer Award” that should draw a lot of buzz from
the content creator, YouTube world. The lounge will provide charging options for devices and a quiet
area for interviews.

Jenny hasn't had many volunteers yet. Hoping that to change as we get closer to the show. She is still
working on parking for those of us working at Trainfest. (ed: Parking options have been posted to
Trainfest.com)

o Hotel deals are sent. Future dates are November 7 & 8, 2026 & November 13 & 14, 2027.
2025-2026 schedule — (in another format)
o September 13 Modelers Retreat — Kenosha
October 18 — NB Library
November 1 & 2 — Trainfest — Baird Center
January 10, 2026 — NB Library — Train School
February 21 & 22 — Mad City Train Show
March 21 — Slinger Depot— Need to confirm the depot, still waiting. Can seat 40 - 45.
Could get folks from WLD (Winnebagoland Division) to attend
o April 18 — NB Library - Annual Meeting & election results
o Need to investigate a CNW convention joint meet in 2026/2027
John Hagen donation — Nothing new to report.
Jim McKeever magazines — Bring to Modeler’s meet or Tarinfest to give away.
2026 election — Tim K’s position would be on the ballot in spring of 2026.
Contact Nelson and LaRoye to run the election.

O O O O O
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New Business:
e MWR Constitution and By-Laws — MWR President John Coy has been working on revising the

Region's Constitution and By-Laws.

Other News:
e Rolf Plachter's Midwest Lines - Last Open House was August 24 from 12 - 4 pm.

e Besides the operators, had about 15 visitors show up.

Next Meeting:
Next BOD meeting is Wednesday, October 8, via zoom.

After that, will be Wednesday, November 12.
Meeting adjourned at 7:56 pm. Motioned by Robert N., 2" by Tim K., approved.

Respectfully submitted by David A. Rohr, Chief Clerk.

Welcome to the NEW . Keep up to date on all the events
WISE Division of the NMRA - . . e .
e in the Division by visiting the
Mo — Division’s website at:
e A e WISE Division of the NMRA Welcome
P gpcongcgnltjs:vlslon owl Car R%s or

https://www.facebook.com/wisedivision/

SATURDAY, October 18, 2025 - 1 PM
MONTHLY MEET - New Berlin Public Library
Community Room
FREE ADMISSION

(Contests, Clinics, Bring & Brag, Layout Tour)
15105 Library Lane, New Berlin

Local &
Local Hobby Not So Local Area Railroad Model Railroad
Shops Model Train & Historical Societies Organizations
Train Shows

(N7
N 1.4K followers « 91 following @Follow Q Search

NMRA
National
w°b Slto Post: About Mentions Reel: Phot: L M
Tacoma WA Rochester NY
NMRA MWR 2027 Convention 2028 Convention
Region —— id=12169299438100008&set=24861039535... Posts =5 Filters
Web Site 2026 National
Convention
i
facebook. (nadnfe
Follow us on Follow us on £VLD
Facebook! "l
YouTubel Trainfest 2025
Wise Division WISE Division Local / Regional
Photos Administration  Rallroad Museums ~ 2v2-Library
Mission ) ) © 2025 WISE DIV, NMRA, Inc. All nghts
S w——— Constitution Ey-Laws \\1ssmmsm‘.\;mk.mimqa)

Statement noa-profit orgamization



https://www.wisedivision.org/
https://www.facebook.com/wisedivision/
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National Model Railroad Association, Inc.

Member Code of Conduct
Introduction

This Code of Conduct (“Code”) has been developed to set expectations for the behaviors,
conduct, communication, and interactions between you and other members, officers and directors
of the National Model Railroad Association, Inc. (“NMRA”). This Code applies to all such persons
when engaging with other NMRA members, participating in any event, social media platform or
other sponsored extension of the NMRA (for example, the NMRA Interchange or an NMRA-
sponsored online meeting) and attending NMRA meetings, events, or activities (whether National,
Regional, Division or other subset). This Code also includes general guidelines on the appropriate
use of social media for NMRA matters at any level.

Why do we need a code of conduct?

We join the NMRA and participate in its activities for one common reason — we enjoy the model
railroading hobby and the fun, challenges, personal growth and camaraderie that it provides. It is
imperative that we keep our common bond of model railroading “front and center” and rise above
the inevitable differences that exist among us in personalities, opinions, experience, gender, age,
race, nationality, or any of the other factors that make each of us unique individuals. Our
collective goal is to enjoy and promote the hobby of model railroading, so we must strive to avoid
“distractions” that interfere with or obstruct our common purpose. Collaboration and co-operation
are vital for the success of our hobby and our enjoyment of model railroading and everything it
has to offer.

What does the NMRA expect of members?

The NMRA expects all members to conduct themselves in a respectful, responsible, and mature
manner, and demonstrate courtesy and kindness toward other individuals. Constructive and
healthy discussions and interactions are encouraged and in fact are vital to the success of our
hobby. However, certain other verbal and nonverbal behaviors and actions are not consistent with
the NMRA’s values and hurt our hobby and relationships, such as the use of disparaging
language, shouting, profanity, confrontational, intimidating, or threatening behavior or language,
and immature and disrespectful behavior or language. It is imperative that we interact in a polite
and professional manner.

The NMRA does not condone abusive, threatening, or aggressive behavior toward anyone at an
NMRA event or in an NMRA forum (such as social media and other forms of electronic and digital
interaction). This includes other participants, event organizers or sponsors, judges, or other
officials.

You should be welcoming to newcomers and remember they may not have the benefit of
experience and information that you have enjoyed. Be constructive in helping to make their entry
into the hobby an enjoyable one.
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Harassment

NMRA events and functions are meant to be fun, educational, and inclusive. No one should be
subject to intimidation, made to feel unwelcome, or put in fear of reprisal. Harassment may
include behavior or language that causes alarm, distress, anxiety, fear of physical violence,
offensive statements, verbal abuse, and threats. Members should be sensitive to others.

Non-Retaliation

The NMRA relies on you to identify potential issues and raise concerns that the NMRA may need
to address. The NMRA prohibits acts of retaliation against any person who reports an issue
honestly and in good faith, and retaliation can constitute misconduct that could subject a member
to discipline. This commitment to non-retaliation assures you that raising concerns, reporting
misconduct, or cooperating in any investigation will not result in adverse consequences. The
NMRA prohibits retaliation in any form, at any level of the organization, recognizing that
retaliatory behavior contributes to an environment of mistrust and diminishes the willingness of
individuals to be collaborative and transparent. During the investigation of any matter, the NMRA
makes every reasonable effort to maintain the confidentiality of those involved.

Use of social media

The rapid growth of social media combined with ease of use and pervasiveness make it an
attractive channel for communication. Use of social media for communication also creates the
possibility of a host of unintended consequences. To help you identify and avoid potential issues,
we are providing some examples of best practices that are meant to help you understand, from a
wide range of perspectives, the implications of participation in social media. Any postings that
you make as a representative of or participant in NMRA sanctioned activities will reflect on you
and the NMRA.

Understand Your Personal Responsibility: You are personally responsible for the content
you publish on user-generated content forums, such as blogs or social media sites. Remember
that what you publish will be public for a long time. Protect your privacy.

Be Accurate: Be sure that you have all the facts before you post. It's better to verify your
sources first than to have to post a correction or retraction later. If you do make a mistake, admit
it and correct it. Post a retraction, edit your post, make any necessary apologies. If you are
editing an earlier post, make it clear that you have made a correction.

Respect Others: You can catch a whole lot more flies with honey than vinegar. If you are
constructive and respectful while seeking advice, asking for help, or discussing a disagreement
or bad experience, you are far more likely to reach an understanding. In some instances, you
may not be able to reach an understanding or agreement, but it is your responsibility to be
constructive and address the problem rather than attacking the person.
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Respect Your Audience: Don’t use personal insults or disparaging conduct or language
toward others. Show proper consideration for others’ privacy and for sensitive topics. Users are
free to discuss topics and disagree with one another but be respectful of others’ opinions. You are
more likely to achieve your goals if you are constructive and respectful while discussing a bad
experience or disagreeing with an idea or a person. Harassment is not acceptable.

Think Before You Post: There’s no such thing as a “private” social media site. Search
engines can turn up posts and pictures years after publication. Comments can be forwarded or
copied, and screenshots are easily available. Archival systems save information even if you delete
a post. If you feel angry or passionate about a subject, it's prudent to wait until you are calm and
clear-headed before posting.

Does it Pass the Publicity Test? If the content of your message would not be acceptable for
face-to-face conversation, over the telephone, or in another medium, it is not acceptable for a
social networking site. Do not use the anonymity afforded by a social media screen name or
handle to post something that you wouldn’t say if you could be identified.

Take the High Ground: You are more likely to build a high quality following if you discuss
ideas and situations civilly. Don’t pick fights online. Remember that as a participant in NMRA
programming, you are representing the NMRA, and the organization supports the principles of
fun, respect, and inclusion.

Do not post information that you know (or reasonably should know) is private, confidential,
or proprietary. Some information that becomes available to you may be considered private,
confidential or proprietary by the owner or source of such information — think before you post and
if you are unsure, check with the owner or source before posting. Do not post anything in a private
forum that you would not present in any public forum because there is no true privacy on the
Internet. Ask yourself if you would want to see this published in the newspaper or posted on a
billboard tomorrow or ten years from now? Additionally, ask yourself if you would want to see
screenshots posted to the person or persons about whom you are speaking or writing.

Be Aware of Liability: You are responsible for what you post on your own site and on the
sites of others. Be sure that what you post today is not something that you will regret in the future
and that you are not violating any legal guidelines. Postings on social media sites can be, and
have been, the subject of lawsuits alleging defamation, slander, or libel. In such a lawsuit, a court
can compel the social media platform to disclose your account information; you won’t be
anonymous.

 hational

¢ model
railroad
association
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How does the NMRA enforce this code?

The NMRA can enforce this code of conduct independently, or in response to a complaint, after
notice to affected members and due process including an opportunity to be heard. Proceedings
include gathering facts, interviewing witnesses, conducting a hearing, and imposing discipline or
dismissing the matter. The NMRA is a private membership organization; membership, member
benefits, and the use of NMRA trademarks and intellectual property are not free or public.
Therefore, the NMRA'’s leadership can determine that a violation of this code of conduct justifies
a disciplinary action. Examples of actions include censure (a warning the similar conduct could
cause termination), removal from an elected office, disqualification from elected offices or
leadership, and termination of membership. The NMRA’s Corporate Policies & Procedures
Manual (CPPM), and Ohio state law applicable to nonprofit membership corporations such as the
NMRA, governs the enforcement of this code and member discipline.

Our Mission

The mission of the WISE Division of the National Model Railroad Association is to promote
model railroading, to engage in the preservation, perpetuation and enjoyment of the hobby
of model railroading, rail fanning and education generally of the history of railroading in the
United States and where appropriate throughout the world and to engage in charitable
work (as defined in sec, 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as amended)
including, but not limited to providing funding to historical associations, scholarships,
model railroad museums and other charitable organizations affiliated with or desiring to
learn more about railroading and model railroading.

A Word about Constant Contact e-mail

Each Constant Contact e-mail includes links to update or unsubscribe your e-mail address. Please do not use these
links. If you unsubscribe using the Constant Contact link, your e-mail address will be removed from the NMRA
membership database, from the Midwest Region e-mail database and probably from your Division's

records. If you get an e-mail that you don't want, just hit the delete key. Furthermore, if you use the update link, your
change may not be timely posted to the NMRA membership

database.

If you need to change your email address with the NMRA please follow these directions:
The direct way is to log on to the "Members" page of the NMRA website, choose the "View your NMRA

membership" box on the right side of the screen, scroll down to the bottom of the page and select "Update".
Enter the new email address in the appropriate box and click "Submit".
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Shows and Swaps

Wisconsin and Northern lllinois

Monthly Events

Great Midwest Train Show

Dupage County Fairgrounds, Wheaton, IL
https://www.greenbergshows.com/gmtspages/gmts
Nov. 2, Dec.7, Jan. 4, Feb. 1, Mar.1, Apr. 12,
May 3, Jun. 7 e 9:00am — 3:00pm

Milwaukee Lionel Railroad Club —
Swap Meet

New Berlin Entertainment Center,

16000 W. Cleveland —

Enter from east side of building
https://milw-Irrc.org/mlrrc-train-show-and-sale
Nov. 16, Dec. 21, 2025; Jan. 18, Feb. 15,
Mar.15, 2026

8:00am — 12:00pm

Milwaukee Lionel Railroad Club —

Open House

2721 S. Calhoun Rd, - Drive to back of building
https://milw-Irrc.org/mlrrc-open-houses

The Club is open weekly Friday 1:00 — 9:00 year
round and Saturday and Sunday 1:00 — 5:00
October 4 to April 26.

Open House Nov. 29 & 30 e 10:00am — 5:00pm

Waukesha County Gandy Dancers &
Badgerland S Gaugers Open House
741 N. Grand Ave., Waukesha

Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 1 & 2 e
10:00am — 8:00pm

Saturday, Dec. 6 e 10:00am — 6:00pm

Kenosha Swap

3030 39th Ave. Kenosha Union Hall
Nov 9, Dec 7, Jan 4, Feb 8, Mar 8
9am — 1:00pm

Contact Howard 224-217-1365

LRRC SE Wis - Open House

4625 Washington Ave, Racine, WI 53405
Upstairs of American Coin & Jewelry
https://www.facebook.com/LRRCSEW
Nov. 22, Dec. 6, Dec. 20, Jan. 17, Feb. 21,
Mar. 21, Apr. 18 e 10:00am — 2:00 pm

Annual Train Shows

Trainfest

Baird Center —

400 W. Wisconsin Ave; Milwaukee
https://www.trainfest.com/trainfest.html
Saturday, Nov. 1 e 9:00am — 5:00pm
Sunday, Nov. 2 e 9:00am — 4:00pm

Oconomowoc RR Open House

103 W. Jefferson Street Oconomowoc, WI 53066
https://oconomowochistoricalsociety.org/events/
Nov 8 @ 11:00am — 3:00pm

Hartford Holiday Santa Train,

Pancake Breakfast and Holiday Parade
https://cm.hartfordchamber.org/events/index/2025-
11-08

Nov. 8

K-Town Toy Show

K Town Toy Collector Show @ Fountain Banquet
Hall 8505 Durand Ave (Hwy 11) Sturtevant

Nov 16 e 10:00am — 3:00pm

Brookfield Library

1900 N. Calhoun Rd, Brookfield, W1 53005
https://brookfieldpl.librarycalendar.com/event/hold-
possible-festival-trains-1559

Nov 22 e 9:00am — 4:00pm

Brookfield German Market

City Hall 2000 N. Calhoun Rd, Brookfield, W1 53005
Presented by Lionel Railroad Club & City of
Brookfield
https://www.ci.brookfield.wi.us/1086/German-
Holiday-Market

Dec. 7 @ 1100am — 5:30pm

CPKC Holiday Train
https://www.cpkcr.com/en/community/HolidayTrain
Dec. 9 - Sturtevant 7:00pm, Caledonia 8:15pm
Dec. 10 - Wauwatosa 4:15pm, Hartland 5:45pm,
Oconomowoc 6:45pm, Watertown 8:00

See article in this issue for more information.
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Shows and Swaps (Continued)

Discovery World — Tracks to the Future
Join us at Discovery World for a day filled with
hands-on fun and endless curiosity as we
celebrate trains!

Track to the Future - Discovery World

Dec. 14 @ 10:00am - 3:00pm

WISE Division

New Berlin Public Library

15105 Library Lane, New Berlin, W1 53151
https://wisedivision.org/events.html

Jan. 10 e 1:00am

Amherst & Big E Hobby Show
West Springfield, MA
https://www.railroadhobbyshow.com/
Jan. 24 & 25

Arctic Run Holiday Inn Stevens Point, WI
Jan. 24 & 25

EXERCISE MORE? T WORK OUT

WHAT DO YOU MEAN T HAVE TO )
AT THE TRACK EVERY DAY /1

L]

November 2025

Who Invented the Railroad

The credit for inventing the railroad is often given to
George Stephenson, an English engineer who is
celebrated for his key role in developing the first
successful steam-powered locomotive and laying
down the world’s first public railway to use steam
locomotives.

Stephenson’s innovations and the establishment of
the Stockton and Darlington Railway in 1825 marked
the beginning of the railroad as we know it today.

Railroad history goes back to the early primitive
railed roads, initially consisting of wooden rails.
These tracks were rudimentary, serving to ease the
movement of horse-drawn wagons, especially in
mining regions.

It was in the British mining valleys where the idea of
a railroad began to take shape, with engineers
seeking more efficient ways to transport coal. This
need led to the development of the first operational
railroads, which laid the groundwork for future
innovations.

Several key figures emerge when discussing the
origins of the railroad. Among them is Richard
Trevithick, a British mining engineer, known for his
pioneering work in steam locomotion. He developed
the first steam-powered vehicle, which, although not
initially successful for passenger transport, opened
the door to the possibility of steam-powered
locomotives.

In the United States, Colonel John Stevens is often
recognized for obtaining the first railroad charter.
Stevens’ work in railroad development, especially in
the New Jersey area, played a crucial role in shaping
the future of American railroads.

His contributions paved the way for the emergence
of major rail lines such as the lllinois Central Railroad
and the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, which were
instrumental in expanding railroad mileage across
the country.

https://historycooperative.org/who-invented-the-
railroad/
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Launchmg the Women in
| Model Railroading SIG!

Women Modelers
Really Do Exist! Join
the Women in Model
Railroading Special
Interest Group!

What exactly s the WIMRR SI1G7

¢ 5)Gs = independent. non-profi
memitearshp groups onganized 10
provide a forum o the eechange
and colechicn of ratroad profotype
andior moded ralroad niermation
SO0 specic lopics

*  DOwfocus & 1o provide o spece for
mCermn o sharm thetr modelng work
Keas, modeing adveniues and
truidn fendsteps . The group wb
promote women in the hobby

o WINRR has bean recognad by the
NMRA. Members do not hirve 10 be
2 manber of he NMRA 1o cn s

https://www.nmra.org/sigs/women-in-model-railroading S5
What do we offer our members? 7«0!“ Sll;;m Comrilies memban ars
Woman are vary socid and supportive %o ons :‘m Q00
anothar Wa'va tharefore provided s plethora of
ways 1o mlersct, colsborste and support one Cydaey Gaarge-Ahateccia
another § sseurow LY 1 SR coxp
!
*  Facstook Women in Model Rairoading '
o Facetook The Steam Seters Mancy Weorkman
e S TS O TR
*  Newslatier. 3 times por poar Civhia Priest
o Virha! Nosts MR o

¢  Coordralid Laches Night Ops
*  Bring 3 Friend campaigns
o NMRA srnul conventons

¢ Local and reone svwarms where mambers
decde 0 repeesant WINRR

Join the E1G foday, w gong o
ol =) .
ans cormpeing e cmmed form

WOMEN

INMODEL RAILROADING




Page 31 November 2025

LIONEL RAILROAD CLUB =
— |

Outstanding Features of Our

Club Rooms and Layouts
Three “O” Gauge layouts, and one “S™ Gauge Layout,
all of which are work-in-progress status!!

e 10 x 14-foot Fastrac layout with numerous switches and wyes for
operating on different routes, remote control operation, featuring
Plasticville city and a carnival scene with operating rides.

e 17 x 27-foot layout that features 3 loops of track with wide
sweeping curves, numerous sidings, controlled with state-of-the-
art remote-control components. Scenery includes our city of
Spencer, that features industrial, agricultural, and suburban areas.

e 4 x 16 layout with traditional three-rail tubular track and switches,
for the pre-World War Two model train collector and operator.

o Qur Newest Layout is a 5 x 8 “S” Gauge Layout!
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{turn over for Train Sale & Show Schedule)

Our 78the Year

OPEN
HOUSE

v Stuce 1947

SATURDAY and SUNDAY

NOVEMBER 29 & 30, 2025
MARCH 28 & 29, 2026
10:00 am to 5:00 pm

Parkland Plaza

2721 South Calhoun Road
New Berlin, Wisconsin 53151

(262) 754-9900

(entrance in back of building)

OPEN WEEKLY

Open Fridays 1:00 pm to 9:00 pm
year round (unless a holiday)

October through April
Saturday & Sunday: 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm
call to confirm or check website

See Many Toy Trains Running on Our Huge Layout
= = » Minor Train Repairs - - -

OPEN HOUSE DONATION: $2.00

Veterans get in FREE — Scouts in uniform get parents in FREE
Children 12 and under are FREE with an adult

—

e
Visit our Web Site Like & Follow us on ﬂ @
www.milw-lrrc.org FACEBOOK
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{turn over for Club Hours)

Qw2 Toy Train Sale
S [ 1 N 4 and Show

——-—' { See below for morve information)
waukKkee
Mv All Gauges & All Scales
SUNDAY DATES
2025 2026 2026 2027 2027

October 19 January 18  October 18 January 17 October 17
November 16 February 15 November 22 fohruary 28 November 21
December 21 Nparch 15 December 20 March 21 December 19

BUY < SELL ¢ TRADE
NEW ¢ USED + PARTS

Sale: New Berlin Entertainment Center
8:00 am to 12:00 noon ADMISSION: $4.00

16000 West Cleveland Avenue * New Berlin, Wisconsin
(Enter on east side of building)

Kids 12 and under: FREE with Adult

For More Information or Table Reservations
- Robert Sobolik
- (414) 483-5886

'«ﬁ; w i.r
Iy World's ,
¥ Greatest RobertDSobolik@netzero.com

Dreates

TRAIN SHOW: at Club will be open by 10:00 am
2721 S. Calhoun Rd (in back of building) Donations Accepted

Visit our Web Site Like & Follow us on 0
www.milw-lrrc.org FACEBOOK
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WAUKESHA CO. —

GANDY DANCERS
UPEN HOUSE =
March 1 May 3
10:00 AM - 6:00 PM 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
August 2 October 4
10:00 AM - 6:00 PM 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
November 1 - 2 December 6
10:00 AM - 8:00 PM 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM

741 NORTH GRAND AVENUE
WAUKESHA, Wi 53186
FIND US AT: CONTACTUS: :
WWW.WCGDRAILROAD.COM = WCGDRAILROAD@GMAIL.COM
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Oconomowoc

Historical
Societ

OPEN HOUSE

SATURDAY, NOV 8
11:00 - 3:00 PM

The Milwaukee Northwestern
Madel Rallroad invites you to visit
the Museum with Its rich history
of the Oconomowoc area.

Contact us

Call Our Number 103 W. Jefferson St.
(262)569-0740 Oconomowoo, Wi 53066

November 2025

Annual Model
Railroad Open House

=P,

The large 21' x32' Milwaukee
Northwestern Model Railroad

@ Saturday, November 8, 2025
@ 11:00 to 3:00 pm
@ All ages welcome

Come &
Run the
Trains

See other medel train layouts @
Free Admission @

Large Sale of Model Train Equipment @
Ramp accessble entrance on east side @

Contact us

oconomowochistoricalsociety.org

facebook.com/MilwaukeeNorthwestern

D 262-569-0740 9
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WISE Division of the NMRA Presents

'I'RAIN SCHOOL

SATURDAY
JAN. 10, 2026

1-4PM

« Learn how to turn that Christmas train set

into a permanent layout.

+ Receive help with Track Work, Wiring,
Maintenance, Scenery, DCC Programming,
3D Printing, Layout Construction.

« Assemble a Freight Car or Building Kit.

NEW BERLIN
PUBLIC LIBRARY
COMMUNITY ROOM

15105 W LIBRARY LN, NEwW BERLIN, WI
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THEORGNA-30th ANNUAL
MODEL RAILROAD
SHOW

APRIL 12th, 2026

Expo Center Ozaukee Fairgrounds
W67N866 Washington Ave, Cedarburg, WI

9am - 4pm
» MULTIPLE OPERATING LAYOUTS
» MODEL TRAIN SWAP MEET 90+ TABLES
» FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
» FREE PARKING

SPONSORED BY THE
METRO MODEL RAILROAD CLUB, LTD. OF
PORT WASHINGTON, WI

DIRECTIONS: I-43 TO HWY 60, WEST ON 60
FOR 5 MILES, SOUTH ON WASHINGTON 1.2
MILES, EAST ON CAMBRIDGE TO PARK

ADMISSION: ADULTS: $5.00
CHILDREN: 12 & UNDER FREE

MORE INFO: http://www.metrorrclub.org
e-mail: jimbartelt@gmail.com
or call: James Bartelt at (262)-284-5876
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Display Case

ﬂ%
AA.-D 0

'I/: ‘\\‘ \>

6 Shelves / 2 Doors
49”W x 35”H x 5”D

_ ?\ = — *\Q\\(\ G

= ™ e ‘\,\? ~p-—7
—_— e %

Interested?

Contact WISE Division for more information
wisenmra@gmail.com




