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Burnell Breaker

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!!

| hope many of you attended Trainfest this
year. If not, you missed a great show. There
were as many, if not more layouts than last
year's show and some new vendors along
with many manufacturers displaying their
new products. There was no open space
this year as there was last year on account
of a couple layouts not showing up in 2024.
Beginning this year the NMRA is running the
show with support from the WISE Division,
surrounding divisions and the Midwest
Region. This is year one of the initial three-
year commitment from the NMRA. The
dates for 2026 are November 7 & 8 and
2027 is November 13 and 14. Please
consider attending and if you VOLUNTEER,
you get FREE ADMISSION FOR BOTH
DAYS! | feel things ran quite well and those |
talked to, vendors, manufacturers and
layouts, were pleased with how setup and
tear down went, along with the show itself.

Trainfest will not be going back to State Fair
Park. We need to accept the fact that
Trainfest will be at the Baird Center. Itis a
nicer venue and one of the reasons to be
there is that it is $30,000 less than the Expo
Center. Simple accounting. Why would you
go someplace that is more money and cut
into your profits? | will not go through the
points | made in previous articles but many
costs to those attending and participating
are no worse and many times cheaper than
what was paid at State Fair Park.

Reasonably priced parking is available nearby,
along with taking public transportation as
another option. Also, downtown Milwaukee
street parking is FREE on Sundays.

The NMRA introduced a new logo and branding
for all divisions and regions to begin using next
year at Trainfest. We will not lose our WISE
logos. We need to integrate the new logo and
branding with our logo. We will be working on
that, and you begin to see the new branding
after the first of the year.

Our next event is Train School, January 10 at
the New Berlin Library Community Room. All the
instructors from the 2025 School will return for
the 2026 School. We are encouraging attendees
to bring their models and questions for the
instructors and to be prepared to work with the
instructors to address the issues they are
running into.

February 21-22, 2026, is the Mad City Train
Show presented by the SCWD at the Alliant
Energy Center in Madison. More information
regarding the show is in this month's newsletter.
Carpool with others and enjoy their show. Bus
trips to this and other places are not likely to
happen as the costs of renting the buses has
gone up dramatically since Covid. Hopefully the
weather will cooperate for all to go safely.
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Our March 21 meet will be a layout tour
event on our way to the Schlesingerville to
Slinger Historical Museum after visiting
model railroads north of Milwaukee on our
way to Slinger. We will not have a contest at
this meet but hopefully some railfanning at
the depot, along with the displays, model
railroad and hopefully a local railroad-related
clinic.

Our final event of the season will be our
annual meeting and election results May 2
at the New Berlin Library Heritage Room.
Tim Koch, one of our Directors at Large is
up for re-election and we will have
information about running for this position
and the voting process after the first of the
year.

WE'LL SEE YOU NEXT YEAR AT TRAIN
SCHOOL, JANUARY 10!

MODEL RAILROADING IS FUN!!

Happy Thanksgiving!!!

Merry Christmas!!!

Burnell

Upcoming Division Events:

Board of Directors Meetings

December 9 7:30pm
Zoom

Train School

Saturday January 10 1:00pm
New Berlin Public Library
Community Room

December 2025

T ,
i i
#ED)

The history of trains and Christmas has a rich
history that evokes deep nostalgia, wonder, and a
sense of adventure. From classic toy train sets
placed under Christmas trees to iconic holiday-
themed stories, trains have become an enduring
symbol of the festive season, sparking memories
of simpler times filled with warmth and
togetherness. This connection dates back to the
early 20th century, coinciding with the rise of toy
trains, and has continued to capture imaginations
ever since. Today, trains are a beloved part of
Christmas décor, holiday displays, and cultural
storytelling, reflecting both the magic and the
journey that the holiday season represents—a
journey of love, family, and the joy of coming
home.

The custom of placing toy trains under Christmas
trees is believed to have started in the early
1900s. At the time, the development of electric
toy trains by manufacturers such as Lionel made
these toys immensely popular during the
holidays. Lionel, in particular, played a crucial
role in popularizing this tradition by marketing
electric train sets as must-have gifts for children.
The trains would circle the base of the Christmas
tree, creating a dynamic and enchanting scene
that delighted young and old alike. For many, this
scene is a cherished memory—the gentle hum of
the train, the twinkling lights reflecting off shiny
tracks, and the feeling of pure wonder that only
the holidays could bring. The combination of the
tree’s glow and the

rhythmic movement

of the train created

an experience that

became synonymous

with the magic and

warmth of the holiday

season.

The Magical History of Trains and Christmas: Nostalgia,
Tradition, and Holiday Cheer - The Caboose Magazine



https://caboosemagazine.com/the-magical-history-of-trains-and-christmas-nostalgia-tradition-and-holiday-cheer/
https://caboosemagazine.com/the-magical-history-of-trains-and-christmas-nostalgia-tradition-and-holiday-cheer/
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Wisconsin Southeastern Division / Midwest Region
of the National Model Railroad Association

2025-2026 Schedule of Events

SATURDAY, September 13, 2025 - 9 AM to 3 PM

MODEL RAILROAD RETREAT - St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
NOM-MEMBERS $5.00
8760 - 37th Avenue, Kenaosha

SATURDAY, October 18, 2025 - 1 PM

MONTHLY MEET - New Berlin Public Library Community Room
FREE ADMISSION (Contests, Clinics, Bring & Brag, Layout Tour)
15105 Library Lane, Mew Berlin

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, November 1-2, 2025

TRAINFEST - Baird Center, Milwaukee
EXTRA FARE EVENT

SATURDAY, January 10, 2026 - 1 PM

TRAIN SCHOOL - New Berlin Public Library Community Room
FREE ADMISSION

Learn about this great hobby and all it offers from local modelers.
Stations will be set up to discover different aspects of the hobby.

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, February 21-22, 2026

MAD CITY TRAIN SHOW - Alliant Energy Center, Madison
EXTRA FARE EVENT

SATURDAY, March 21, 2026 - 1 PM

MONTHLY MEET - Schlesingerville to Slinger Historical Museum
FREE ADMISSION (Contests, Clinics, Bring & Brag, Layout Tour)
414 Kettle Moraine Drive S, Slinger

SATURDAY, May 2, 2026 - 1 PM
MONTHLY MEET and MEMBERSHIP MEETING -

New Berlin Public Library Heritage Room
FREE ADMISSION {Contests, Clinics, Bring & Brag, Layout Tour)

Fﬂ!‘q wisedivision.org

H‘i ;;,J trainfest.com

BRING & BRAG about your recent acquisitions, layvout progress or rail adventures at the Meets!
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Division Video Library

A reminder for everyone that the Division’s
Video Library is available for members to
checkout DVDs.

As | stated after the Division went inactive, |
cannot do both jobs of being the Interim
Superintendent and Video Librarian, bringing
and managing the Video Library at our meets.
If you would like to checkout any DVDs, look at
our catalog on wisedivision.org and contact me
with the number and title of the one(s) you
would like to view. | will bring them to our next
meet or you can pick them up at my business.
The DVDs are currently stored in my
company’s warehouse in Caledonia.

If you are interested in taking over the Video
Library, contact me. It's an easy job, where you
need to bring the Video Library to our meets
and manage the checking out and receiving of
them from the members.

Burnell Breaker
brbreaker78 @gmail.com
wisenmra@gmail.com
262-939-9193

Membership Directory

We 1ave not updated our Membership Directory
in over a decade. The information in this
directory is vital to the ongoing revitalization of
the Division.

As your new Layout Tour Chair, updating this
document is my priority. With the information
contained within its pages, we will be able to
foster camaraderie and the sharing of ideas and
expertise that is a key to a thriving organization
and something that is greatly needed in the
Division.

My plan is to send out a form by email, in the
new year, asking for your contact information
and details about your layout and other model
and protype interests. Please consider
responding to my request. The Division is
moving in a new direction, and this directory will
be an essential part of this revival.

David Mielke
Layout Tour Chair
mielkemanor@att.net

A Note from the Editor:

cindy.m.mielke@agmail.com.

Your Editor
Cindy Mielke

Remember that the deadline for the January issue is the 20th of December. So, keep this
deadline in mind and send your ideas, articles and photos to the Owl Car to

With that, | wish you and your families a holiday season of joy and peace!!



mailto:superintendent@trainfest.com
mailto:mielkemanor@att.net
mailto:cindy.m.mielke@gmail.com
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AP Achievement Program

Dave Poquette

To most NMRA members, the NMRA
Achievement Program (AP) is a way to
achieve the Master Model Railroader (MMR)
status. You must earn 7 certificates in 4
different categories (model railroad
equipment, settings, engineering and
operation, service to the hobby). Each
category is broken down into subcategories
as follows:

e Model railroad equipment
o Motive Power
o Cars
e Settings
o Structures
o Scenery
o Prototype Models
e Engineering and Operation
o Civil Engineer
o Electrical Engineer
o Chief Dispatcher
e Service to the Hobby
o Association Official
o Association Volunteer
o Author

Obtaining the MMR status can be a daunting
task. It takes commitment and many hours to
achieve. The process is well worth the effort.
| am currently going through the process and
have spent countless hours achieving 5 AP
certificates and 3 merit awards towards a 6th
certificate, structures. | feel that going
through this process has made me a better
modeler in many ways. | only wish | could
have saved that switch tower that | made
from cardboard or even the Revell models
that | built when | was knee-high to a
grasshopper so that | can compare it to the
models that I'm building now.

You can find more information about the
Achievement Program at http://nmra.org
and click on the Education tab. If you have
further questions, feel free to contact me.
My contact information is listed in the
Division Leadership section of this
newsletter.

If you don’t feel like this is “your cup of
tea”, then at least consider earning a
Golden Spike Award. Unlike the AP, you
don’t need to have your models judged
nor do you have to earn 7 certificates. You
just need to have built a layout that meets
certain requirements:

¢ Display 6 pieces of rolling stock. These
can be scratch built, craftsman kit, super
detailed commercial kits.

e Construct a minimum of 8 square feet of
model railroad or module(s) including
scenery in any scale.

e Construct 5 structures. These can be
scratch built, craftsman kit, or super-
detailed commercial kits. If a module has
less than five structures, additional
structures separate from the scene may
be presented.

e Three types of tracks are required
(turnout, crossing, cross-over, etc.). All
tracks must be properly ballasted and
installed on proper roadbed. Commercial
track can be used.

e The track must be wired so that 2 trains
can be operated simultaneously.

¢ One additional electrical feature must be
used. This can be powered turnouts,
turnout indicators, lighted building,
signaling, etc.

Most of you may already qualify for a Golden
Spike Award. If you think you do qualify for a
Golden Spike, fill out the attached form and
contact me. | will come to your layout to see
if you qualify. Please message me at
dpoquette@wi.rr.com



mailto:ap@trainfest.com
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- ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM
a::; GOLDEN SPIKE AWARD
APPLICATION FORM
FEBRUARY 2019

FLEASE COMPLETE THIS APFLICATION FOREM AND SEND TO YOUR DIVIEION OF REGION AF MANAGER

Member Name: NMRAE: Expiration:
Address: City:
State/Province: Country: Zip/Post Code:
Drate Submitted: Region: Drivision:

«  The Golden Spike Avward (GEA) will be awarded 1o any MMBEA member who completes the Qualificatvons Checklist,
obiains the necessary signatures [Division AP Manager or some local NMBA member approved by the Division AP
Manager), and if the applicant does not already hold MMR stafus,

The GEA will be adminisgered by the Division and Region AP Managers.

AP reguirements and definitvons apply for scratch building and super-detailing.

The Davision AP Manager will submit the signed form to the Region AP Manager who will ssue the Golden Spike
Award certificate.

#  The Region AP Manager will then forward the completed form to the Mational AP Manager so that an announcermeit
can be made in the NMBEA Magazine.

GOLDEN SPIKE AWARD QUALIFICATIONS CHECKLIST:

1. Rolling Stock ( Motive Power & Cars):
[ Display six units of relling stock either scratchbuilt, crafisman kits or superdetailed commercial kits.

2. Model Railroad Setting (Stroctures & Scenery

H Construct & minimum of eight square feet of model railroad or module(s) including scenery in any scale.
Construct five structures either scratchbuilt. craftsman kits or superdetailed commercial kits. 1fa
module has less than five structures, additional structures separate from the scene may be presented.

J. Engineering (Civil & Electrical)
Three types of track are required (e.g. turnout, crossing, crossover, etc.). All must be properly
ballasted and installed on proper roadbed. Commercial track may be used.
[] All installed track must be property wired so that two trains can be operated simultaneously
{e.g. double track main, single track main with sidings. and block or command or other form of control).
[] Provide any onc additional clectrical feature such as power operated turmouts, signaling, tumout
indication, lighted buildings, etc.

Witmess: Mame: MNMBEA #:

Region AF Manager: Region:
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Modeling & Prototype Railroad Contests

Rules for WISE Division’s
Popular Vote Contest
Effective December, 2015

Awards:
1* Place: 1* Place award certificate, and two {2) gift certificates (NMRA MEMBERS). One gift
certificate (NON-NMRA MEMBERS).
2™ place: 2™ Place Award certificate.
Best of Show: Plague (Wisconsin Outline}, and two (2) gift certificates. (NMRA MEMBERS). One
gift certificate (NON-NMRA MEMBERS).

Youth Award:

; 1* Place: 1* Place Award certificate and two (2} gift certificates. (NMRA MEMBERS). One gift
certificate (NON-NMRA MEMBERS).

" 2™ place: 2™ Place Award certificate.

Categories:

Motive Power — Steam Motive Power — Diesel

Traction / Electric Passenger Equipment

Freight Equipment Non-Revenue Equipment

Structures (on and off-line) General [includes dioramas and trains)

Photos = Model Photos — Prototype

Train Related Crafts Youth — 8-17 years

Rules:

1) The contest is open to all persons attending the meet.

2) The el MUST be the f n listed on the in . Photos entered MUST
be taken by the person in card.

3] Models can be of prototype or free-lanced railroads.

4) Models can be of any scale or gauge.

5) Models can be kit-built, kit-bashed, or scratch-built.

6] Persons entering must apply entry to a category. However, the Contest Director will determine
the category in which the model will be entered.

7) Only two entries per person per category are permitted.

8) If only one person has entered a model, slide, or photo in a category, a “No Contest” will be
declared.

3} If any entry has previously won a first place award in its category, it may not be re-entered in
that category. However, if a structure, loco, or car has won an award in its category, it may be
re-entered as a diorama entry (General Category).

10} All categories listed above will be grouped together when under the Youth category. Entrants
must be 8-17 years of age and must have done 50% or more of the work on the model.

11) Matted photos cannot be larger than 11 by 14 inches.

Voting:

All voting will be by ballot. One ballot per person, by those persons attending the meet. Ballots
are to be tabulated by the Contest Director and committee. The Superintendent, or their
representative, will not vote by ballot, but will cast a tie-breaking vote in any category where
the popular vote is tied.
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MITCHELL PARK

DOMES

- Annual Train Show
- Jan. 17 - March 22, 2026

All-Scale Train Show

Sat. Jan. 31 & Sun. Feb. 1, 2026
9am - 4pm
last admission at 3pm

Steampunk Faire

Sat. March 7, 2026
9am - 4pm
last admission at 3pm

‘524 S Layton Blvd. Milwaukee, W1 53215
414-257-5600
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What to Do About Those Trains

First, establish who has ownership of the trains.
Is it you, an estate, others in the family. Is the
disposition of the trains detailed in a will, etc.?

Then, there are these options to concern:

e Keep them, repair them, join a local club

or the NMRA and have some fun!

e Display them on a shelf, in a cabinet, or

on a fireplace mantle.
e Pass on ownership to other family

members, like children or grandchildren

If you want to sell them:

You can sell them on eBay. This is
probably the method that will result in the
best return, but it is very time-consuming.
You will want to research similar sold
prices on eBay.

You can sell them on Facebook
Marketplace although it is probably less
effective than eBay.

You can list them on Craigslist. You will
probably get less for the trains here and
you must deal face-to-face encounters
with those who respond to your listing

You can consign the trains to be sold on
eBay by Southside Trains at 3979 South
Howell Avenue, Milwaukee, W1, 414-482-
1566. They will list the trains on eBay
and handle all aspects of the sale and
shipping. They do take a commission on
the sale of the items. Contact Tom
Palmer at Southside Trains..

You can sell them to Sommerfeld’s
Trains at 12620 West Hampton Avenue,
Butler, WI, 262-783-7797.

They buy to resell so they can’t pay top
price for the trains. Contact Jack
Sommerfeld or Matt Troester.

There are 3 local private individuals who
buy collections for resale. Mike Carlson,
262-370 9321, Chad Clark, 414-313-1366
and Derrick Schulz, 414-210-9402. They
buy them to resell so they can't pay top
price for them.

You can rent a table ($18.00 each) at the
Milwaukee Lionel Railroad Club swap
meets and sell the items yourself. The
meets are held on the third Sunday of
each month, October through March
except February which is on the fourth
Sunday. Information is available on the
MLRRC website https://www.milw-

Irrc.orgl.

You can rent a table ($48.00 each) at the
DuPage County Train Show in Wheaton,
IL. It's held the first Sunday monthly,
except November which is held on the
second Sunday. You must provide a
credit card for collection of Illinois sales
tax.

Lastly, you can donate the trains to the
Wisconsin Southeastern Division of the
National Model Railroad Association. We
do not buy collections, but depending on
the items in the donation, it may be used
directly by the members or sold and the
proceeds used by the WISE Division to
promote the hobby of model railroading.
The WISE Division is a federally
registered 501 (c) (3) non-profit. Your
donation may allow you to take a tax
donation. Please consult with your tax
advisor on this matter and contact WISE
Superintendent Burnell Breaker at
wisenmra@gmail.com for more
information on donations.



https://www.milw-lrrc.org/
https://www.milw-lrrc.org/
mailto:wisenmra@gmail.com
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Clinics

I'm looking for Clinics for our
2025-2026 Season

by David Nelson

Thank you to all who presented clinics to the
WISE Division this last year; it is greatly
appreciated by me and by all our

members. | was especially pleased that we
were able to show three full-length clinics at
our February meeting -- seemed like the
good old days of the WISE Division! | hope
we can continue this trend next season. |
can be reached at engine1385@aol.com if
you have a clinic idea for us.

As always, special thanks to David Rohr, our
Chief Clerk, for his great work at being our
"AIV Guy".

At that February meeting | mentioned
something that I'd like to repeat here. As
spring and summer approach, we are
entering the prime "railroad
convention/model train convention”

season. If you belong to a railroad historical
society and go to their annual meets or go to
NMRA or toy train collector or gauge-specific
regional or national conventions (such as
2025's N Scale Enthusiasts convention in
Kansas City, or the TCA convention in
Jacksonville FL) please consider giving us a
15-minute (or so) report, hopefully complete
with photos of both prototype trains and
models on display or layouts on tour.

I'd like to put them all together into one
Saturday meet devoted to these
conventions. I'd particularly like to see
coverage of the NMRA National in Novi (near
Detroit) Michigan. | know | will be at the
C&NW Historical Society convention in Des
Moines/Boone this May, but I'd also like to
see coverage of the Soo Line Historical
group's meeting at the Wisconsin Dells,
Milwaukee Road, Great Northern in the Twin
Cities, Burlington Route in Marion IL (a joint
meet with the MoPac and C&EI groups), or
other railroad historical society meet, or
perhaps the National Railway Historical
Society's national meet in Lansing

Michigan.

I'd also include visits to any of the many
towns and cities that have "railroad days"
type civic events. It would be great if we had
SO many presentations that they have to split
into two different monthly meets but for now
I'll be happy if we can really fill one month's
meeting with those presentations.



mailto:engine1385@aol.com
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Division Leadership

Board of Directors

Burnell Breaker --- Superintendent
brbreaker78 @gmail.com
wisenmra@gmail.com
262-939-9193

Robert Niedermann --- Assistant Superintendent
roncpa@outlook.com
414-587-4778

David Rohr --- Chief Clerk (Secretary)
ChiefClerkWiseDiv@gmail.com
262-783-7230

Tim Koch --- Director at Large
timkoch@charter.net

David Mielke --- Director at Large
mielkemanor@att.net

Dennis Janssen --- Assistant Paymaster
Dennisjans51@gmail.com

Committee Chairs

Gary Hendrickson --- Membership
nkpgary@gmail.com
847-800-1380

Dave Nelson --- Clinics
enginel385@aol.com

Dave Poquette --- Achievement Program
dpoquette@wi.rr.com

Dave Mielke --- Train School/ Layout Tours
mielkemanor@att.net

Cindy Mielke --- Owl Car Editor
cindy.m.mielke@gmail.com

Mike Slater --- Social Media Manager
mslater@wi.rr.com
262-515-3623

Jim Hebner --- Webmaster
hebneri@gmail.com

Open ---
Picnic/Bus Trips ---
Contest ---

FROM the NMRA :
Please Keep in Touch .
Please make sure the NMRA has your current contact

information. You will not be able to access the full range of
NMRA benefits unless we can reach you.

¢ Please visit nmra.org/members

¢ Use your email address and password to log in.

* [fvyou have not yet registered. or forgot your password,
there are buttons for that. Take a moment to easily
correct any problems.

*  Once logged in, click on Member Info (top rnight corner).

Make sure your information is correct.

nmra.org/request-membership-info-changes

If not, please go to:

to submit a request for changes to be made.

Thank you!

The WISE Owl Car is published by the
Wisconsin Southeastern (WISE) Division
of the National Model Railroad Association
(NMRA).

Subscription is free in an electronic format
to all NMRA members residing within the
boundaries of the WISE Division.

The Wisconsin Southeastern Division, Inc
does not offer any warranties or
guarantees, nor assumes any liability from
the information contained in this
publication.

Permission is granted to the use of news
items in other publications provided credit
is given to the Owl Car and author.

Trainfest and the Trainfest logo are
registered trademarks of the WISE
Division, NMRA, Inc.

Please send any comments, information,
or editorials to Editor Cindy Mielke via
email: cindy.m.mielke@gmail.com



mailto:superintendent@trainfest.com
mailto:Asst.super@trainfest.com
mailto:ChiefClerkWiseDiv@gmail.com
mailto:timkoch@charter.net
mailto:mielkemanor@att.net
mailto:Dennisjans51@gmail.com
mailto:nkpgary@gmail.com
mailto:engine1385@aol.com
mailto:ap@trainfest.com
mailto:mielkemanor@att.net
mailto:owlcar@trainfest.com
mailto:mslater@wi.rr.com
mailto:webmaster@trainfest.com
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October Board of Directors Minutes

Wisconsin Southeastern (WISE) Division of the NMRA
Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, October 8, 2025
Via Zoom

Meeting called to order by Burnell Breaker at 7:02 pm

Officers Present - Burnell Breaker (Superintendent)*
Robert Niedermann (Asst-Superintendent)*
David Rohr (Secretary, Chief Clerk)*
David Mielke (Director At Large) (Train School)*
Tim Koch (Director At Large) *

Chairs Present — Gary Hendrickson (Joined at 7:06)*, Cindy Mielke (Owl Car)*, Jim Hebner (Website)*
Guests — None * attended by Zoom

Officers Not Present — Paymaster — open position Dennis Janssen (Asst Paymaster)

Minutes: No changes noted from the September meeting minutes, Bob N. motioned, 2" by Tim K. approved.

Paymaster Report: No changes noted from the September meeting minutes,
Bob N. motioned, 2" by Tim K. approved.

Membership: Gary Hendrickson —
We are down 10% from last year, 8 have renewed.
Could Fire Crown (Kalmbach) not be paying for the staff's NMRA dues?
What is the status on Grouper? Help wanted for FB person.

Per Division Membership Report from MWR...
Sep. 2024 134
Aug.2025 121
Sep. 2025 118
Down 13 or 10% from last year; down 3 from last month
4 over the last 30 days (2 from Model Railroad)
2 over 60 days
8 renewals including David Popp.

Clinics: Per Burnell, Dave Nelson stated one person has backed out of October clinics.
AP Program: Dave Poquette no report:

Layout Tours:
Dave M. is still looking for places to visit. Will likely be before each month’s clinics.
No layouts for October’s Meet.

Owl Car:

October issue was sent, another good issue.

Jim Hebner is not getting the email with the latest Owl Car; we need to research why.

Need to get information for the November’s issue by October 21 to get it out before Trainfest
Website: Jim Hebner stated he updated the pdf files.

Needs the BOD Minutes from June '24 — December ‘24
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Model RR Retreat:

A new location is needed; a place we can charge admission and vendors

Train School: Dave & Cindy — A new flyer is needed

The ad in MR is going out this week.
“Bring your equipment”

Facebook: Mike Slater was not present.

Can we add David R. as editor to help with spelling check

Show Schedule —
Will sell at 5 of the 6 Lionel Club’s swap dates on October 19, November 16, December 21, January

18 & March 15 with 3 tables.

December 2025

Will sell at West Bend’s show on October 12 at Washington County Fair Park, with Tim, Burnell and

others running this event, 2 tables are reserved.
Maybe selling at Ozaukee show April 12, 1026. Need to sign up.

Old Business:

e Zieger Estate - Nothing new to report.
e Trainfest 2025 -

o November 1 & 2, downtown Baird Center.
o NMRA booth will include WISE & SCWD. We will need help to man the booth.
o Jenny & Lucy submitted an article for the Owl car
o Don’t need WISE’s lanyards or badge holders.
o They are interested in WISE Staff/crew (red & green) shirts we have.
o Exhibitor, vendor and layout lists are on posted on the trainfest.com website.
o They have done a great job getting discounted parking options.
o We just need to get parking reserved early.
o Current cost for State Fair Park onsite parking is $15 per vehicle.
o Future dates are Nov 7 & 8, 2026 & Nov 13 & 14, 2027.
e 2025-2026 schedule

October 18 — NB Library
November 1 & 2 — Trainfest — Baird Center
January 10, 2026 — NB Library — Train School
February 21 & 22 — Mad City Train Show
March 21 — Slinger Depot— Can seat 40 - 45. Could get folks from WLD (Winnebagoland
Division) to attend

o April 18 — NB Library - Annual Meeting & election results

= Changed to May 2 after the October meeting

John Hagen donation — Nothing new to report.
Jim McKeever magazines — Pick up and bring to Trainfest to give away.
Dennis & Maureen’s Magazines— Would like to get rid of their magazines — add to TF table
2026 election — Tim K’s position would be on the ballot in spring of 2026.
Contact Nelson and LaRoye to run the election.

O O O O O

New Business:

Will likely have a quick meeting at the end of October for an update on Trainfest

Gary children’s memorial donation to his church for $100. Motioned by Bob N., 2" by David R.
Discovery World is hosting a Train day on Sunday, December 14, from 10am - 3 pm.
Non-NMRA member Jim Burczyk passed away.

Next Meeting:

Next BOD meeting is Wednesday, November 12, via zoom.
After that, will be Wednesday, December 10.

Meeting adjourned at 8:16 pm. Motioned by David M.., 2" by Tim K., approved.

Respectfully submitted by David A. Rohr, Chief Clerk.
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Our Mission

The mission of the WISE Division of the National Model Railroad Association is to promote
model railroading, to engage in the preservation, perpetuation and enjoyment of the hobby
of model railroading, rail fanning and education generally of the history of railroading in the
United States and where appropriate throughout the world and to engage in charitable
work (as defined in sec, 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as amended)
including, but not limited to providing funding to historical associations, scholarships,
model railroad museums and other charitable organizations affiliated with or desiring to
learn more about railroading and model railroading.

A Word about Constant Contact e-mail

Each Constant Contact e-mail includes links to update or unsubscribe your e-mail address. Please do not use these
links. If you unsubscribe using the Constant Contact link, your e-mail address will be removed from the NMRA
membership database, from the Midwest Region e-mail database and probably from your Division's

records. If you get an e-mail that you don't want, just hit the delete key. Furthermore, if you use the update link, your
change may not be timely posted to the NMRA membership

database.

If you need to change your email address with the NMRA please follow these directions:
The direct way is to log on to the "Members" page of the NMRA website, choose the "View your NMRA

membership" box on the right side of the screen, scroll down to the bottom of the page and select "Update".
Enter the new email address in the appropriate box and click "Submit".
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Shows and Swaps

Wisconsin and Northern lllinois

Monthly Events Annual Train Shows
Great Midwest Train Show Brookfield German Market
Dupage County Fairgrounds, Wheaton, IL City Hall 2000 N. Calhoun Rd, Brookfield, W1 53005
https://www.greenbergshows.com/gmtspages/gmts Presented by Lionel Railroad Club & City of
Dec.7, Jan. 4, Feb. 1, Mar.1, Apr. 12, May 3, Brookfield
Jun. 7 e 9:00am — 3:00pm https://www.ci.brookfield.wi.us/1131/German-

_ _ _ Holiday-Market-Tree-Lighting
Milwaukee Lionel Railroad Club — Dec. 7  1100am — 5:30pm
Swap Meet
New Berlin Entertainment Center, CPKC Holiday Train
16000 W. Cleveland — https://www.cpkcr.com/en/community/HolidayTrain
Enter from east side of building Dec. 9 - Sturtevant 7:00pm, Caledonia 8:15pm
https://milw-Irrc.org/mlrrc-train-show-and-sale Dec. 10 - Wauwatosa 4:15pm, Hartland 5:45pm,
Dec. 21, 2025; Jan. 18, Feb. 15, Mar.15, 2026 Oconomowoc 6:45pm, Watertown 8:00
8:00am — 12:00pm See article in this issue for more information.
Milwaukee Lionel Railroad Club — WISE Division Train School Monthly Meet
Open House New Berlin Public Library Community Room
2721 S. Calhoun Rd, - Drive to back of building 15105 Library Lane, New Berlin, W1 53151
https://milw-Irrc.org/mirrc-open-houses https.//wisedivision.org/events.html
The Club is open weekly Friday 1:00 — 9:00 year Jan. 10 e 1:00am
round and Saturday and Sunday 1:00 — 5:00 Free Admission

October 4 to April 26. Annual Train Show

Waukesha County Gandy Dancers & Milwaukee Park Domes
741 N. Grand Ave., Waukesha www.mitchellparkdomes
https://www.wcgdrailroad.com/events Jan. 17 — Mar. 22 e 9:00am — 4:00pm

Saturday, Dec. 6 e 10:00am — 6:00pm Amherst & Big E Hobby Show

; : West Springfield, MA

Ksenosha Model Railroad Train Show https://www.railroadhobbyshow.com/
(Swap) _ Jan. 24 & 25

3030 39th Ave. Kenosha Union Hall

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php/?id=10008763  Arctic Run Holiday Inn Stevens Point, W

0919326 Jan. 24 & 25

Dec 7, Jan 4, Feb 8, Mar 8

9:00am — 1:00pm All-Scale Train Show Milwaukee Park Domes
. 524 S. Layton Blvd, Milwaukee, W1 53215

LRRC SE Wis - Open House www.mitchellparkdomes

4625 Washington Ave, Racine, WI 53405 Jan. 31 & Feb .1 e 9:00am — 4:00pm

Upstairs of American Coin & Jewelry
https://www.facebook.com/LRRCSEW
Dec. 6, Dec. 20, Jan. 17, Feb. 21, Mar. 21,
Apr. 18 @ 10:00am — 2:00 pm



https://www.greenbergshows.com/
https://milw-lrrc.org/mlrrc-train-show-and-sale
https://milw-lrrc.org/mlrrc-open-houses
https://www.wcgdrailroad.com/events
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php/?id=100087630919326
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php/?id=100087630919326
https://www.facebook.com/LRRCSEW
https://www.ci.brookfield.wi.us/1131/German-Holiday-Market-Tree-Lighting
https://www.ci.brookfield.wi.us/1131/German-Holiday-Market-Tree-Lighting
https://www.cpkcr.com/en/community/HolidayTrain
https://wisedivision.org/events.html
http://www.mitchellparkdomes/
https://www.railroadhobbyshow.com/
http://www.mitchellparkdomes/
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Welcome to the NEW )
WISE Division of the NMRA Evolution from Wooden Tracks to
L T Iron Rails
Great! We do too!
25 with many new websites- a few links are not working ight The transformation from wooden rails to iron rails
Upcoming Division Area Model marks a significant technological leap in railroad
AboutUs ~ey.ne Owl Car Raliroad Clubs history. Iron rails, first introduced on the_Liverpool

and Manchester Railway, offered greater durability
and efficiency, allowing for the transport of heavier
loads, including passenger electric passenger trains.
This shift not only improved the practicality of
railroads but also set the stage for the widespread
adoption of steam locomotives. The steam
locomotive engine, a revolutionary invention in its
own right, transformed rail transportation. The first
practical steam locomotive, developed for

the Darlington Railway Line, demonstrated the

SATURDAY, October 18, 2025 - 1 PM
MONTHLY MEET - New Berlin Public Library
Community Room
FREE ADMISSION
(Contests, Clinics, Bring & Brag, Layout Tour)
15105 Library Lane, New Berlin

Local &

Local Hobby Not So Local Area Railroad Model Railroad feasibility of steam power for both freight and
Sh Meodel Train & Historical Societi (o] izati :
SHgks i Shows. — ooeeeies Drganizations passenger service.
T It marked the beginning of the era of steam-powered
National locomotives, which would dominate rail
Web Site Tacoma WA Cochester NY transportation until the advent of diesel engines in
NMRA MWR 2027 Convention 2028 Convention the 20th century. This chapter of railroad history,
egion - . oy .
Web Site 2026 National encompassing the transition from wooden to iron
Convention rails and the advent of the steam engine, represents
a period of rapid innovation and growth.
e cehonk It set the foundation for the development of modern
; railroad systems, including the transcontinental
Follow us on Follow us on 7)) railroad, which dramatically changed the landscape
[E2cEDOOKS YouTubel Trainfest 2025 of rail transportation in America.
Wise Division WISE Division Local / Regional i i i 1
ot pqo=Diisen - Locall Bedional  pvp Library The con_]pletlon of the first transcontinental ral_lroad,
7 connecting the East and West coasts, symbolized
omission  constitution BAIWS ool o the union of the country through rail lines, forever

altering the course of American history and
economy.

Keep up to date on all the events
in the Division by visiting the
Division’s website at:
WISE Division of the NMRA Welcome
or
https://www.facebook.com/wisedivision/

https://historycooperative.org/who-invented-the-
railroad/



https://www.wisedivision.org/
https://www.facebook.com/wisedivision/
https://www.asce.org/about-civil-engineering/history-and-heritage/historic-landmarks/liverpool-and-manchester-railway
https://www.asce.org/about-civil-engineering/history-and-heritage/historic-landmarks/liverpool-and-manchester-railway
https://www.studysmarter.co.uk/explanations/engineering/what-is-engineering/steam-train/
https://guides.loc.gov/this-month-in-business-history/may/completion-transcontinental-railroad
https://historycooperative.org/who-invented-the-railroad/
https://historycooperative.org/who-invented-the-railroad/
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Launchlng the Women in
7 Model Railroading SIG!

Women Modelers
Really Do Exist! Join
the Women in Model
Railroading Special
Interest Group!

What exactly is the WIMRR S1G7

¢ 5155 = independent. non-profi
memiterchp groups oganized 10
prowide a forum o the eochange
and colscticn of ratiroad prolotype
andior model ralroad nienmation
SO0 specic lopics

*  Duw focus & 10 provide u spscs for
wOrmn o sharm thetr modelng work,
Keas, modeing adventures and
trusdn fendstaps The group wb
promecte women in the hobty

o WINRR has bean recognzed by the
NARA. Members do not hirve 10 be
2 manber of he NMRA 1o on s

https://www.nmra.org/sigs/women-in-model-railiroading SIG

What do we offer our members?

Woman are vary socid and supportive %o ons
anothar Wa'va tharefore provided o plethora of
ways 1o nleract, colsborste and support one
another

o Faostook Women in Model Rairoading
o Facetook The Steam Sitery

*  Nowslatier. 3 imes per poar

o \Virkas! Nosts

¢ Coordnaled Laches Night Cps

*  Bring 3 Friend campaigns

o NMRA arn il conmventions

¢ Lotal and regoned sty where mambers
decds 10 repeesant WINRR

Join the E1G fodey, W gong o
Do Y
and corpeing e cmnded form

70-& &G 8!“1-’ Cormriliee manmban are

Chwistnag Zarvbr
Dadaeaikan s oan

Cydrey Goaorge-Ahatecola

| ssoroe LY FEtood ooy
Michele Ksrzpenma

actefataranelonalsan

Mancy Workman
WA ER AN O e v (v

Comia Priest
VAT PR D

WOMEN

INMODEL RAILROADING
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. | JIONEL 2uxv_CLUB,

2025 -2026 OPEN HOUSE DATES

10/18/2025 01/17/2026
11/22/2025 02/21/2026
12/06/2025 03/21/2026
12/20/2025 04/18/2026

10:00am -2:00pm
Above American Coin & Jewelry 4625
Washington Ave., Racine
Park behind the store, Enter through the West Side Door
Admission is Free.
Donations gratefully accepted.
~Like us on Facebook!
“Lionel RR Club of SE WI”

Questions and Additional Information, please contact us at:
info@lionelrrclubsewi.org

e\ RALL 4
S cub 94,

S,

o) N
(”heaste\'“ ]

(Please Turn Over for More Information!)
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Outstanding Features of Our
Club Rooms and Layouts

Three “0" Gauge layouts, and one “S™ Gauge Lavout, a Thomas-
the-Tank-Engine Layout, all of which are work-in-progress status!!

* 10 x 14-foot Fastrac layout with numerous switches and wyes for
operating on different routes, remote control operation, a camival
scene with operating rides and more.

* 17 x 27-foot layout that features 3 loops of track with wide
sweeping curves, numerous sidings, controlled with state-of-the-
art remote-control components. Scenery includes our city of
Spencer, that features industrial, agricultural, and suburban areas.

® 4 x 16 layout with traditional three-rail tubular track and switches.
for the pre-World War Two model train collector and operator.

*  Our Newest Addition is a 5 x 8 “S” Gauge Layout!

IFlearie Turm Ceeer Foor More Inlaemation )]
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{turn over for Train Sale & Show Schedule)

Our 78the Year

OPEN
HOUSE

v Stuce 1947

SATURDAY and SUNDAY

NOVEMBER 29 & 30, 2025
MARCH 28 & 29, 2026
10:00 am to 5:00 pm

Parkland Plaza

2721 South Calhoun Road
New Berlin, Wisconsin 53151

(262) 754-9900

(entrance in back of building)

OPEN WEEKLY

Open Fridays 1:00 pm to 9:00 pm
year round (unless a holiday)

October through April
Saturday & Sunday: 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm
call to confirm or check website

See Many Toy Trains Running on Our Huge Layout
= = » Minor Train Repairs - - -

OPEN HOUSE DONATION: $2.00

Veterans get in FREE — Scouts in uniform get parents in FREE
Children 12 and under are FREE with an adult

—

e
Visit our Web Site Like & Follow us on ﬂ @
www.milw-lrrc.org FACEBOOK
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{turn over for Club Hours)

Qw2 Toy Train Sale
S [ 1 N 4 and Show

——-—' { See below for morve information)
waukKkee
Mv All Gauges & All Scales
SUNDAY DATES
2025 2026 2026 2027 2027

October 19 January 18  October 18 January 17 October 17
November 16 February 15 November 22 fohruary 28 November 21
December 21 Nparch 15 December 20 March 21 December 19

BUY < SELL ¢ TRADE
NEW ¢ USED + PARTS

Sale: New Berlin Entertainment Center
8:00 am to 12:00 noon ADMISSION: $4.00

16000 West Cleveland Avenue * New Berlin, Wisconsin
(Enter on east side of building)

Kids 12 and under: FREE with Adult

For More Information or Table Reservations
- Robert Sobolik
- (414) 483-5886

'«ﬁ; w i.r
Iy World's ,
¥ Greatest RobertDSobolik@netzero.com

Dreates

TRAIN SHOW: at Club will be open by 10:00 am
2721 S. Calhoun Rd (in back of building) Donations Accepted

Visit our Web Site Like & Follow us on 0
www.milw-lrrc.org FACEBOOK
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WAUKESHA CO. —

GANDY DANCERS
UPEN HOUSE =
March 1 May 3
10:00 AM - 6:00 PM 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
August 2 October 4
10:00 AM - 6:00 PM 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
November 1 - 2 December 6
10:00 AM - 8:00 PM 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM

741 NORTH GRAND AVENUE
WAUKESHA, Wi 53186
FIND US AT: CONTACTUS: :
WWW.WCGDRAILROAD.COM = WCGDRAILROAD@GMAIL.COM
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WISE Division of the NMRA Presents

TRAIN SCHOOL

SATURDAY
JAN. 10, 2026

1-4PM

« Learn how to turn that Christmas train set
into a permanent layout.

« Receive help with Track Work, Wiring,
Maintenance, Scenery, DCC Programming,
3D Printing, Layout Construction.

« Assemble a Freight Car or Building Kit.

NEW BERLIN
PUBLIC LIBRARY
COMMUNITY ROOM

15105 W LIBRARY LN, NEW BERLIN, Wi
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THEORGNA-30th ANNUAL
MODEL RAILROAD
SHOW

APRIL 12th, 2026

Expo Center Ozaukee Fairgrounds
W67N866 Washington Ave, Cedarburg, WI

9am - 4pm
» MULTIPLE OPERATING LAYOUTS
» MODEL TRAIN SWAP MEET 90+ TABLES
» FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
» FREE PARKING

SPONSORED BY THE
METRO MODEL RAILROAD CLUB, LTD. OF
PORT WASHINGTON, WI

DIRECTIONS: I-43 TO HWY 60, WEST ON 60
FOR 5 MILES, SOUTH ON WASHINGTON 1.2
MILES, EAST ON CAMBRIDGE TO PARK

ADMISSION: ADULTS: $5.00
CHILDREN: 12 & UNDER FREE

MORE INFO: http://www.metrorrclub.org
e-mail: jimbartelt@gmail.com
or call: James Bartelt at (262)-284-5876
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Display Case

ﬂ%
AA.-D 0

'I/: ‘\\‘ \>

6 Shelves / 2 Doors
49”W x 35”H x 5”D

_ ?\ = — *\Q\\(\ G

= ™ e ‘\,\? ~p-—7
—_— e %

Interested?

Contact WISE Division for more information
wisenmra@gmail.com
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Roundhouse
& Turntable Available

HO Scale 3’ x &4’
Module with Legs

* Walthers 110" Turntable with control box
+ 4 stall Roundhouse

+ Backdrop Buildings

+ Freight Shed

Interested??

Contact WISE Division for more information
wisenmra@gmail.com




