
Hi all, 

 

The WISE Division's revised constitution was approved by the membership at the Oc-

tober 20 meet by a vote of 32 in favor and four against. A big thank you to the Consti-

tution & Bylaw committee for their work on this. 

 

On October 5 the Division hosted the Boy Scout Railroad Merit Badger program. Paul 

Podlaski and Gary Children have done a great job putting this on the past few years. 

With the help of Ted Lewtas, Mark Willmering, Ken Thopson, Tim Thur, Bonnie and 

Fred Janke and myself, 38 scouts received their merit badge. Thank you to all who 

helped. 

 

And I have a call out for a few more volunteers. With the chances in the Division's 

constitution, we will be having board elections every year and thus need people to 

serve on the nominating/election committee. Responsibilities will be to find candidates 

and run the elections at the annual meeting. We are also in search of a Division web-

master to run and update the web site. Please contact me if you are interested in ei-

ther position. 

 

Finally, Trainfest is literally just around the corner as you receive this. The Trainfest 

committee has been hard at work for what should be another great show. Hope to see 

all of you there. 

THE HEAD OWL HOOTS 
 By Joe Russ, Superintendent 

Change of Meetings Locations 
Due to a scheduling error 

Joe has confirmed we 

have signed contracts to 

meet at the following lo-

cations other than the 

Best Western-Brookfield 

Hotel. The  December 

thru April dates are as 

follow: 

December 1, 2013 - 

Country Springs - 

Pewaukee 

January 19, 2014 - 

Country Springs -

Pewaukee 

February 16, 2014 - 

Best Western - 

Brookfield 

March 16, 2014 - Veter-

an's Terrace - Burlington 

April 27, 2014 - Country 

Springs - Pewaukee 

 

Please see the map on 

the last page for direc-

tions to the event. 
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Anyone desiring to open their layout for tours on Wise 

Division Meet days please contact the new Layout 

Tour Chairman Mike Carlson at 262-370-9321.  We 

need layouts for the October 20th, December 1, Jan-

uary 19th, February 16, March 16,  and April 27, to 

seeing 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Superintendent: Joes Russ  

Email: jruss@execpc.com 

(262)408-1946 

 16800 W. Shadow Drive New Berlin, WI  53151 

Assistant Superintendent : Ken Jaglinski (414)355-8889 

Chief Clerk: Al Lederman (262)617-6064 

Paymaster: Bob Sherman (262)790-9830 

Trainfest : John Tewsï MMR 313 (262)820-3566 

Wise Owl Editor: Harry Grieshaber (414)915-2102 

Contests: Bonnie Janke (262)392-9698 

Achievement Program: LaRoye Chisley (414)352-3546 

Layouts: Mike Carlson (262)370-9321 

Membership: Neal Michel (414)817-1278 

Youth Club: Mark Hintz (262)820-3566 

Picnic: Mark Willmering (414)438-7231 

Bus Trip: Art Oseland (414)764-5375 

Video Library: Burnell Breaker (262)939-9193 

Clinics: Ed Kofroth (414)425-7945 

Directors at Large 

Richard Cecil (414)236-5386 Cedor Aronow (262)242-0108 

Gary Children  (414)327-1666 Ed Varick (414)761-2068 

Layout Tours by Mike Carlson 

6-Month Membership Only - 

$9.95: ( This membership 

offer is for new members and 

those who have not been 

members for two years or 

more.) Membership applica-

tion forms are available at the 

sign-in table. 

Meet Attendance: If you at-

tend one of our Division 

meets, please be sure to sign 

in and receive a chance at a 

great door prize. With  a swap 

area, clinics, contests and 

layout tours there is some-

thing for everyone. 

Bus Trip by Art Oseland, Chairperson 

 

We will be doing AP judging at the October Division Meet and 

if any person has anything to be judged please bring it to the 

meet with all your paper work for that item. 

Membership  By Neal Michel, Director AP PROGRAM by LaRoye Chisley, 

Chairperson 

Bus trip to Mad City Train Show,  Feb 15, 2014. $35.00 

Per Person includes admission to show, coffee, so-

da ,water and donuts on the bus. Pick up points are Park 

& Ride lots: College Av. Southwest lot 7a.m; I-94 and 

76th. St. 7:15a.m;I-94 Barker Rd. ( Goerke's Corners)  at 

7:30a.m. Arrive at the train show 9 a.m. Depart 3 p.m. Pay 

at Dec, Jan WISE Meets. More information-Contact  Art 

Oseland  at sueoseland@aol.com, or Hp: 414-764-5375 

tel:262-370-9321


Today was a very important 

day for me personally! I 

stopped by the Mayor's office 

this morning to take care of 

some company business, and 

we struck up a conversation 

regarding Railroad Rail. He 

suggested we secure a few 

pieces of old rail (with dates if 

possible) before all the "old" 

rail is removed from the old 

C&NW Line slated for demoli-

tion by the end of this year. 

(We should be able to pur-

chase some from the demoli-

tion firm) We could make 

bookends out of them, sell to 

interested people and any 

proceeds would be donated to 

the Plymouth Historical Socie-

ty. We were interesting in ob-

taining old rail, and as I was 

on my way to Sheboygan any-

way, I thought I would stop at 

a few locations and check out 

some dates on the rails. Well, 

to my surprise at the second 

stop I made, I discovered a 

short length of  39# "PEAR" 

rail! I have been looking for a 

piece of this rail for over 20 

years, ever since a railroad 

friend of mine showed me a 

piece he unearthed on the 

Sheboygan to Plymouth line, 

while running a Jordan 

Spreader for the C&NW, 

years ago! 

You ask, what is "PEAR" rail 

and why should anyone care? 

The story begins in 1856, with 

the incorporation of the She-

boygan & Mississippi Rail-

road. In 1857 the railroad be-

gan construction towards 

Plymouth, reaching Plymouth 

in 1859. Now in those, pre-

Civil War days, railroad rail 

was being imported from Eng-

land. The production of rail in 

the United States was just 

getting started, and the better 

rail came from mills in Europe 

which had started out by pro-

ducing "T" rail in the 1840's. 

By 1856, "PEAR" rail was in 

full production. The rail which 

was used on our rail line from 

Sheboygan to Plymouth had 

to be ordered in 1856, shortly 

after the RR was incorpo-

rated. Delivery was made in 

1857 when the actual con-

struction began. This rail 

came by ship (that is a 

"sailing" ship relying on wind 

power) across the Atlantic 

Ocean, down the St. Law-

rence Seaway, through the 

Great Lakes and docking at 

the wharf in Sheboygan, Wis-

consin. The rail was unloaded 

and moved immediately to the 

construction site. They 

reached Plymouth in 1859 

and Glenbeulah on March 29, 

1860. The line continued on 

through Fond du Lac and 

points west, ultimately reach-

ing Marshfield, WI. 

So why is this rail called 

"PEAR" rail? I have included 

two photos of the rail. One 

showing it being cut on my 

power band saw and a cut 

piece with a Quarter in the 

photo to show you its small 

size. A piece of this rail when 

cut off, looks like the shape of 

an upside down pear cut in 

half, thus the term "PEAR" 

rail. You will have to remem-

ber the piece of rail I discov-

ered is over 156 years old and 

the top of the rail was worn 

down through the years, so 

the shape is not quite as Pear 

Like, as it would have been 

when new. The size of this 

cross section is, 3 1/8 inches 

tall, 3 1/2 inches wide at the 

base and 2 1/4 inches wide at 

20 Year Quest for Rail By Jerry Thompson 
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the ball or head of the rail. Now 

these sizes are smaller than the 

originally new rail, due to wear and 

rusting. This particular piece of rail 

survived into the 21st Century, as 

it was being used as a guard rail in 

a road crossing. If  you look closely 

you can see several flaws in the 

rail, which would have caused all 

kinds of problems for the railroad. 

Most of this "PEAR" rail on our old 

C&NW line was replaced by 1875, 

with rail rolled in the USA. Most of 

the rail after 1870 in this area was 

produced by the Milwaukee Iron 

Company, right here in the state of 

Wisconsin, using iron ore, mined at 

Iron Ridge, Wisconsin, which is 

near current day Mayville. 

This was a fine day! After over 20 

years of searching we finally found 

a piece of "PEAR" rail. History 

reaching back to England, 156 

years ago, right in our back yard! 

 

Jerry Thompson, Railroad Ser-

vices Coordinator City of Plymouth 

(Editorôs Note:) The pictures refer-

enced are seen below. 

This article was sent to Gary Chil-

dren, WISE BOD 



With weather and other 

things going on, the num-

bers were few, at the Octo-

ber meet.  We did have 

some who came prepared 

to enter our WISE CON-

TEST.  Thanks to those 

who did enter their items. 

May I encourage those 

who are sitting with things 

not quite done on work 

benches, or would want, to 

work on something  that is 

on the contest category 

list, to take the time, that is 

needed to get them ready 

for our meet on December 

1, 2013.  We miss you 

when you donôt show 

some of the train talents 

that we have in this WISE 

Division, 

We also want to let you 

know of the WISE GUYS & 

GALS Group.  They are 

working very hard to get 

things done for Trainfest.  

They are showing some 

very good talent with their 

modeling.    We are thank-

ful for all the parents who 

support them.   

And as Contest Chair, I 

would love to see the 

youth bring and enter our 

contest at our WISE 

Meets, each month. 

There were many, who did 

come to see the contest 

items and asked if more 

were coming.  If there is 

something that you may 

need help with get in touch 

with me and I will try to 

help you.  Or find those 

who might like to share 

their talents to help you 

build your layout or make 

changes.  Hope to see in 

our contest room with your 

enteries. 

Contest results are found 

on page 4. 

Contests by Bonnie Janke, Chairperson 
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Here are the categories for upcoming WISE Meets: 

12/1/2013     3/16/2014 

Motive Power ï Steam    Structures (On and Off Line) 

Passenger Equipment    Passenger Equipment 

Non- Revenue Freight Equipment  Freight Equipment 

Model Photos     Prototype Photos 

 

1/19/2014     4/20/2014 

 

Motive Power ï Diesel    All Categories Featured 

Revenue Freight Equipment    

Structures (On and Off Line)   Complete Category LIst 

Train Related Crafts    Motive Power ï Steam 

Prototype Photos    Motive Power ï Diesel 

      Passenger Equipment 

2/16/2014     Non ï Revenue Freight Equipment 

      Freight Equipment 

Motive Power ï Steam & Diesel   Structures (On and Off Line) 

Traction/Electric     General (Dioramas & Trains) 

General (Dioramas & Trains)   Traction/Electric 

Model Photos     Model Photos 

      Prototype Photos 

      Train Related Crafts 



ñBEST OF SHOWò 

Structures Category = #701 ï Niederman Brewing  (Kit Bashed Kit) by Robert Niedermann 

Non- Revenue Freight Equipment 

1st Place = #601 ï Snow Spreader #89 by Tim Shipman 

2nd Place = #602 ï Frisco Under Body Being Repaired by Dave Poquette 

Structures 

1st Place = #703 ï L  Whare House by John Shipman 

2nd Place = 701 ï Niederman Brewing (Kit Bashed Kit) by Robert Niedermann 

Prototype Photo 

1st Place =#803 ï Steam up in Cumberland by Al Lederman 

2nd Place = #801 ï ICE 6413 At Brookfield by John Shipman 

October Contest Results 

Best of Show October 2013 by Robert Niederman 
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Non Revenue October 2013 by  Structures October 2013 by L Whare 


